
Often it has been said that youth is the 
nation’s greatest asset.  But it is more 
than that—it is the world’s greatest as-
set.  More than that, it is, perhaps, the 
world’s only hope. 

Youth needs the force of good and at-
tractive examples.  Children are not 
philosophers, but they are apt imitators.  
They may be easily led to follow where 
they cannot be driven.     

Father Flanagan kept me from being kicked out after I got in serious trouble 
breaking into the post office through the tunnels when I was 13 or 14, and for 
skipping church.   Of course, we did not know what door we were opening and 
taking a Christmas package with his watch in it was not too smart.  
 
Pat Norton was more or less the Director of Operations at Boys Town, a powerful 
man who decided after a  month that I should leave Boys Town.  (This was after I 
had collected all the garbage from all the buildings in the snow as punishment.)  
When I got word of his decision, I immediately went to the office and asked to see 
Father Flanagan.  I still remember Sister Electa, his secretary, telling him I was 
there when he came out for the next visitor.  The next visitor was a senator or a 
congressman from Nebraska.  Father Flanagan said, “I am sorry, sir, but I always 
see my boys first.”  And the distinguished visitor had to wait.  
 
When I asked for a second chance and told him about collecting garbage for a 
month in the snow, he put his arm around me and said, “Dear, you’re staying.”  
 
Later at graduation, Mr. Norton followed several of my success stories with com-
ments about me lettering in football, boxing, and baseball, and graduating in the 
top 10% of my class.  The rest is outlined in the book,  Letters from the Front 
(available at our Boys Town Visitor’s Center or from the  Boys Town Press.)  
Father Flanagan is the one person I have met in my life where greatness emanates 
from their presence.  When I was at the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal,  
I experienced that same greatness of presence. 
                                   —(Col. Ret.)  Leo J. Magers, Class of 1948 (Photo on Page 8) 

About Father Flanagan, Leo J. Magers, ‘48   
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FATHER FLANAGAN  

Born July 13, 1886, Leabeg 
Farm, Co. Roscommon near  
Ballymoe, County Galway, 
Ireland. 
                   * 
Ordained, July 26, 1912, 
Innsbruck, Austria. 
                   * 
Founded Father Flanagan’s 
Boys’ Home,  
25th & Dodge, Omaha,  
December 12, 1917. 
                   * 
Moved  Home to  
German-American Home,  
South 13th St., Omaha,  
June 1, 1918. 
                   * 
Moved to Overlook Farm 
(present site)  
October 17, 1921. 
                   * 
Invested as a monsignor,  
November 21, 1937. 
                   * 
World premiere of movie, 
“Boys Town,”  
 September 7, 1938. 
                   * 
Assessed the child care system 
in native Ireland on visit there, 
June, 1946. 
                   * 
Met General MacArthur 
in Japan to develop care 
program for war orphans.  
                   * 
Sent to Europe by President 
Truman to aide war orphans.   
February 26, 1948. 
                   * 
Died  May 15, 1948, 
Berlin, Germany 

A tiny babe has captured the hearts of 
men, for this tiny babe is the Son of 
God, the promised Messiah, the Prince 
of Peace, who came into the world to 
redeem us from sin, who came to save 
us from our prejudices and jealousies, 
from distrust, from hatred, from suffer-
ing and sorrow, from war.   



Fr. Ed Flanagan & Ed Flanagan 

 
One hundred Founders’ Edition 
18” miniatures have been cast of 
the Fred Hoppe statue of Fr. 
Flanagan.  A few are still avail-
able for sale at $1,850.00.   
 
To reserve yours or request 
more  i n fo rmat i on ,  c a l l 
800.345.0458.  Credit cards are 
accepted. 

             For the past six years, the 
BTNAA has been the catalyst for 
spreading devotion to our founder, 
Father Flanagan. The people behind 
this miraculous cause are of different 
races and religions.  The common 
denominator in the equation is the 
love received from Father Flanagan 
by every boy and girl who has walked 
the hollowed grounds of the Home.  
             At our monthly prayer 
group,  we can feel Father Flanagan’s 
presence at his tomb in Dowd 
Chapel.   
             As Boys Town Alumni, we 
are very proud to lead this grassroots 
movement.  We  spread the message 
of  Father. Flanagan’s holiness 
through our participation in the an-
nual St. Patrick's Day Parade, Spiri-
tual Pilgrimages at Boys Town, KVSS 
88.9 FM Radio Programs, presenta-
tions, prayer groups, a website and 
this newsletter.  
             We thank Fr. Flanagan eve-
ryday for providing a nurturing envi-
ronment for boys and girls of all dif-
ferent races, creeds, and religions so 
that they may grow as productive citi-
zens in our society. Boys Town is a 
place where young people are given a 
second chance to achieve all their 
dreams.   
             As the holidays approach 
and Boys Town begins its 89th year, 
we reflect again on the diversity of  
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From Ed Flanagan, Chairman 

Hi All,  

I think I should bring everyone up to 
date as some of you have started hearing 
about my health problems.  The only 
thing I would ask each of you is to place 
me on your prayer list and keep me there. 
 
I had some surgery two weeks ago and 
had a lump removed from my groin area 
and today I received the Lab reports— 
not so good:  They told me I have cancer, 
Lymphoma.  There are two types of it:  
Hodgkin's and Non Hodgkin's.  The doc-
tor went on to say that Non-Hodgkin's is 
the one most treatable. 
 
There is one kind of Non-Hodgkin's that 
does not respond well to treatment and 
that is what I have.  It is called Mantle 
Cell Lymphoma and treatments do not 
usually help.  Dr. Hayes told Gayla and I 
that maybe we have two years or a little 
more; if we are lucky, we get a few more 
years.  
 
He will be able to tell more after the 
Bone Marrow Aspiration and Biopsy, and 
PET scan to see how far it has gone 
through the body.  Both procedures are 
to be completed the week of November 
15 and 16. 
 
Will update you as I find out things, 
Thanks for your prayers, 
 
John Corrigan, Class of  '68 

In thanksgiving for successful hip surgery 
of Monsignor Peter Dunne, our spiritual 
advisor.  Please continue to pray with us 
for his complete recovery. 

Please Pray for John 

If we want to live in a good 
world, then we must help make 
it that kind of world by our acts 
and prayers.  —Fr. Flanagan 

Father Flanagan League: 
Society of Devotion 

Writings and Photos used  
with permission of 

Boys Town Hall of History 

www.fatherflanagan.org 

the Home and relish the opportunities  
given  to us.  God Bless,    

                           Ed  



            T h r o u g h 
the intercession of 
Father Flanagan,  
my son, who had 
an alcohol prob-
lem for years, rec-
ognized his illness 
and checked him-
self into a recovery 
center.  He has 
been sober for 
over four months.  
 
— R.B, July, 2005 
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When you pray,  
asking Father 

Flanagan’s interces-
sion, and the situation 

improves, or new 
strength is found to 
live with the ongoing  
difficulties, that is a 
grace received.     

Testimonies of 
graces received 

build up the  
community of faith.  

To share your  
grace received: 

contact us at  
www.

fatherflanagan.org 
 

Graces and Blessings Received 

from becoming criminals or from dying at an 
early age; BT gave them morals, gave them love, 
and helped them to become responsible citizens.  
All of these men spoke of BT as their “HOME”.  
The men were all brothers. It was an extremely 
emotional time. 
 
BT is family— it is now my extended family.  It 
is not just an institution.  Some of these men 
chose BT as boys to get away from their home 
lives.  Others were placed their by courts or rela-
tives.  All said that BT has made them who they 
are today, and that BT’s influence is now shared 
with their families and all of their contacts.  Fr. 
Flanagan’s influence continues—it is now na-
tionwide.  He is part of my life as I continue to 
work with youth and families.  He is part of my 
children’s lives as I see them handle themselves 
as adults, attitudes influenced directly by their 
Dad. He’s in Ireland, as the first BT youth has 
now arrived from there.  He’s across the US in 
many of the BT  extended campuses. You want 
to hear about miracles?  Talk to the Girls and 
Boys Town youth, former and present.   
               Anita Fabre, wife of Russ Fabre ‘73 

*More about Fathers Ben and George Markwell —  They were born on January 23, 1938, in Middletown, Ohio.  
While they were still in grade school, their father died and their mother could not care for them.  In 1950, they were sent 
to Boys Town.  Ben and George were identical twins.  During their six years at Boys Town, they were members of the 
Boys Town Choir, which performed in Boston, Washington D.C. and at Carnegie Hall.  Ben and George excelled in aca-
demics, dramatics and music. They graduated from high school in 1956 and entered St. Lawrence Seminary in Calvary, 
Wisconsin, run by the Capuchin Fathers. Ben Markwell became a Capuchin.  He took the name Dacian, and grew a 
beard as is customary with Capuchins.  George entered the Order of the Missionaries of Africa, known then as the 
White Fathers of Africa because of their white robes.  Father George was ordained at Boys Town on June 26, 1965.  He 
worked with children and families in Africa and taught in a seminary in Ghana.  (Continued on next page, page 4.) 

BT Alumni Retreat, July 28, 2005        

Russ  (‘73) and Anita Fabre 

I have had the joy of being married to a 
Boys Town (BT) alumnus and the honor 
of listening to stories from his three 
brothers for 28 years.  When I heard 
about the Fr. Flanagan Society of Devo-
tion, I realized there are thousands of 
miracles already completed by Fr. 
Flanagan, all in the boys influenced di-
rectly by him and also indirectly by all that 
have been healed by BT since Fr. 
Flanagan.  I am talking about emotional 
healing and love.   I am talking about boys 
from abusive homes and broken homes.  
I am also talking about boys with no fami-
lies or boys heading toward a life of 
crime.  
The retreat, facilitated by alumni Fathers 
George and Ben Markwell (1956)*, and 
their classmate, Dr. Max Rittgers,  just 
confirmed the miracles I had often heard 
about on my trips to BT in previous years.  
This retreat was attended by about 25-30 
former BT youth.  Even though BT now 
ministers to girls, the attendees were for-
mer BT boys and their wives.  These men 
ranged in age from their 30’s to their 90’s. 
This was not an ordinary retreat, this was 
a participatory retreat.  I would guess 
every man attending spoke of their time at 
BT and how it has developed his charac-
ter and how it still reflects in his life to-
day.  
They also told of their likes, but also some 
dislikes of their time at BT—very much 
like the good and bad in a typical family 
unit. The underlying theme of each of 
these men is that BT saved them from 
being dysfunctional adults;  BT kept them   



It has always been a source of great sat-
isfaction to me to watch a child acquire 
strength and dignity of character.   Chil-
dren acquire character through their de-
sire to emulate and practice the princi-
ples of right living laid before them by 
those they love and respect. -Fr. Flanagan 

July 12, 2005 Pilgrimage: 
 

Thank you for the won-
derful day.   
We all learned so very 
much about the facility 
and Father Flanagan.   
We will long remember 
your kindness and the 
great work being accom-
plished because of the 
dream of this holy man.   

Father Flanagan,  
pray for us.   

 
Cathy Piotrowski,  

President  
Our Lady of the Rosary 

Comitium,  
Legion of Mary 

Mary Our Queen Senior Citizens Group 
October 27, 2005 
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Mt. Michael Abbey Lectio Divina Group 
October 14, 2005 

Legion of Mary, Omaha   
The first pilgrimage to join the Dowd Chapel  pre-mass group in praying the rosary.   

  July 12, 2005  

Pilgrimages 
 

Gratitude 
 is the  

flower  
in the  

wilderness, 
the  

leavening  
of life,  
and the 
 song  
amidst  

sorrows. 
 

-Fr. Flanagan 

(cont. from p. 3)  More about Fathers Ben and George Markwell: 
Father Dacian was ordained at St. Mary’s Church in Marathon, WI on 
April 16, 1966.  Most of his work was giving retreats, particularly with 
youth in Detroit. Both priests celebrated their silver jubilees at Dowd, 
October 14, 1990.  On July 29, 2005, they celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of their ordinations at Dowd Chapel, and with their classmate, ordained 
minister, Dr. Max Rittgers, facilitated the first alumni retreat. 



It took two pictures to include all of those on pilgrimage from  
St. John Vianny and  St. Stephen Martyr Parishes, Omaha  

August 11, 2005 

Dear Sharon,  
 
I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed 
the pilgrimage to Girls and Boys Town. What a 
wonderful and interesting experience.  
At Mass, I felt such overwhelming emotion. I 
can't explain it, I can only compare it to what 
the apostles must have felt at the Last Supper. I 
am 67 years old and go to Mass often, but I 
have never felt like that before. God's presence 
was just so strongly there. I can only imagine 
that He is always there watching over all the 
children, staff and alumni.  
Thank you so much for the pilgrimage. So glad 
I was finally able to make it.  

Sincerely,  
    JG 

                 Omaha, NE 

Pilgrims tread the Same Ground Father Flanagan Made Holy 
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Upon completing the pilgrimage, George Du-
man of Omaha told us this story: 
 
In the late 1920’s, my Grandfather, John Webil-
haus of Hartington, Nebraska, adopted a young 
boy from the orphan train.  When  my Grand-
mother died, my Grandfather was not able to 
take care of the young boy, so he brought him 
to Boys Town.  
 
The young boy, upon graduating from Boys 
Town, became its first alumni priest, Henry 
Sutti, SJ. 

Sharon and Maureen, 
 
The pilgrimage exceeded anyone's expectations. 
Thank you for excellent planning, for inspira-
tion, for a good cultural immersion, and espe-
cially for your own faith.  
 
All our people are grateful to have experienced 
a side of Boys Town rarely seen by the public. 
We will pray for the success of the canoniza-
tion effort.  
 
                          Blessings,  Mary   
                          Pastoral Care,  

New Cassel Retirement Center, Omaha, NE 

FATHER FLANAGAN  SHOWS ON THE AIR   
JANUARY 2006 

Spirit 88.9 FM KVSS  

Ten minute programs about Father Flanagan and the Society of 
Devotion will be broadcast from KVSS Omaha in early 2006. Sta-
tion Manager Jim Carroll stated that they are planning to air vari-
ous selections Monday through Friday between 10:00 A.M. and 
11:00 A.M., and 1:00 P.M. and 2:00 P.M.  On Saturdays and Sun-
days, the programs will be aired between 10:00 A.M. and 12:00 
noon, and between 7:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. 



Leona Kavan, founder of Miraculous Journeys, has included prayers for 
the intentions of the Father Flanagan League on her  pilgrimages since No-
vember, 2001.  Over 360 people on their Miraculous Journeys to EWTN, 
California Missions, Mexico, Canada and Europe have joined her in this 
prayer.  
 
Leona began her own miraculous journey on a pilgrimage to Lourdes and 
to Fatima in 1994.  Monsignor Peter Dunne guided Leona in her mission 
and has been a spiritual guide on many pilgrimages that she has sponsored. 
If you would like to find out more about Miraculous Journeys,  contact 
Leona Kavan directly at 402.895.4069.   
Thank you, Leona, for including prayer for our League on your pilgrim-
ages.   

Pilgrims Pray  for League 

Remembering our Past Directors  
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Miraculous Journeys Pilgrimage to Rome and Lourdes, April-May, 2005 

Bob Curtin, ’58  
Appointed New Chairman  

BT Alumni Father Flanagan 
League: Society of  Devotion 

 
Robert Curtin, Class of 1958, recently 
assumed the position of Chairman on 
the Boys Town National Alumni Asso-
ciation Father Flanagan League. 
 
Bob, a resident of Kansas City, has been 
a long-time supporter of the League’s 
work.  Bob’s words, as recorded in his 
recent letter to  fellow alumni,  speaks to 
all of us: 
 
“I want to enlist your participation in 
this fulfilling movement that was started 
over six years ago.  
 
We need you to get information about 
the Father Flanagan League: Society of 
Devotion into every place you can—
your parish, the Knights of Columbus, 
religious orders, or anywhere people 
gather to pray for help from our Lord. 
Let Father Flanagan carry the burden of 
those prayers—let him intercede on be-
half of the needy just as he did in life. 
 
If we can raise awareness to the national 
level by grass-roots means, then we can 
make the case for the Archdiocese of 
Omaha to take up the cause and forward 
it to the Vatican for consideration. 
 
Only through grass-roots support and 
involvement can we raise awareness and 
support within the Catholic Church… 
 
Spread the word and let people know 
about the good works of Father 
Flanagan and how his dreams have 
made tens of thousands of miracles hap-
pen for young boys and girls across 
America since his humble beginning in 
1917.” 
 
Welcome from all on the Advisory 
Council, Bob, and thank you for your 
enthusiastic guidance and support. 

BTNAA Auxiliary remember past directors at a flower ceremony,  
Calvary Cemetery, Omaha, July 31, 2005.  (L-R)  Father Val Peter,  

Father McMahon, Harlan and Marcy Vogt, Florence Mitchell,  
Sue Ann Burgess, Rita and Leonard Berthelsen 



Following analysis of the next MRI in March 
2004,  the neurosurgeon decided I did not need 
surgery.  He scheduled another MRI for the fol-
lowing December.  I immediately made arrange-
ments to return the cross to Fr. Dunne as I was 
confident the tumor was not going to cause any 
further problems.  That was confirmed with the 
December MRI.  My neurosurgeon told me he 
did not need to see me for at least another year.  
The neurologist who had come up with a treat-
ment plan for the headaches, told me he did not 
have to see me unless the headaches re-occurred.  
(They had suddenly ceased shortly after the prayer 
session and I had discontinued taking the pre-
scribed medication). 
 
At present my health appears stable. Thanks to 
Sharon Nelsen, Fr. Dunne, and Fr. Flanagan, I 
make this public testimonial in hopes it will help 
the movement of spreading devotion to Fr. 
Flanagan.  Because I received radiation treatments 
eight  months prior to the prayer session, my im-
proved condition may not qualify technically as a 
miracle, but I wish all present to know I firmly 
believe I am here today because of Fr. Flanagan’s 
intercession.   
It is my hope that this testimonial will inspire oth-
ers to spread devotion and that eventually Fr. 
Flanagan is recognized by the Catholic Church for 
the Saint we know he was and is.  

Testimony—Ron Fisher 
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Before stepping down as Director for Region II, I wish to offer 
testimony to this General Assembly of something very special 
that has been occurring during my second term as representative.  
 
Shortly after being installed on this Board for my second term, in 
the summer of 2001, I began experiencing headaches.  Not 
wanting anything to prevent me from going to Ballymoe, Ire-
land, where we were to dedicate the first of the Fr. Flanagan 
Statues in his hometown, I lived with those headaches, eating 
Tylenol like candy.  Immediately following the dedication of Fr. 
Flanagan’s Statue, an MRI was performed and it was discovered 
that I had a case of Meningitis.  At the same time a small tumor 
was discovered attached to the motor skills area ( top right side) 
of my brain.  Medication was prescribed for the Meningitis and 
the tumor was being studied.   
 
Over the next year and a half, MRI’s were taken on a regular ba-
sis until the spring of 2003 when it was noted that the tumor ap-
peared slightly larger.  Radiation treatments were immediately 
scheduled for July of that year.  Twenty treatments were sched-
uled but my body tolerated the treatments so well, that five more 
were added at the end.  The following December, the results of 
another MRI  showed that  the growth was rapidly approaching 
the danger point (which would cause irreversible loss of motion 
to my left side). Surgery was my only option.  My neurosurgeon 
wanted to schedule my surgery  that week.  I persuaded him to 
wait three months as I had a few things I needed to take care of 
before surgery.  The location of the tumor  would allow removal 
of only about two-thirds of it without causing loss of motor 
skills (as unchecked growth would do), and, due to blood vessels 
going through the tumor, there was a great risk of a stroke. 
 
One of the things I sought to accomplish before surgery was to 
assist in revising the Alumni database in preparation for launch-
ing the Alumni Web Site.  My wife Ruby and I drove to Girls 
and Boys Town and I dug in, spending three days on the Alumni 
computer to accomplish the task.  While we were there, Sharon 
Nelsen asked me if I would like Fr. Dunne to pray over me 
again, with Fr. Flanagan’s cross.  I consented and at the arranged 
time Ruby and I went over to the sacristy.  Immediately follow-
ing the prayer session, Fr. Dunne handed me the cross and said I 
should take it with me until I no longer needed it, and then I 
could return it.  Those present, Sharon Nelsen, Vicky Herot,  my 
wife Ruby, and myself all felt something very special happened 
during the prayer session. Fr. Dunne’s inspiration to entrust the 
cross to me astounded all of us. I took the Cross as Fr. Dunne 
offered it, and promised I would be returning it.   

August 20, 2005 Southern California Gala 
(l to r seated)  Alfred A. Giese, Ruby Fisher, Lora Parra, 
Ann Dunbar,  (l to r standing) Twyla S. Roberts, Bob  and 
Sandy Nelson, Ron Fisher, Raul Parra, Don Burk. 

Editor’s Note:  Ron  presented his testimony at the  BTNAA annual convention assembly at the Music Hall, July 30, 2005. 



Faith and work make a triumphant combination.   
                                                                                                         - Fr. Flanagan 

Thank you Spirit 88.9FM  Catholic 
Radio (KVSS) for continuing to 
publicize our pilgrimages! 

Pray with us 
Every Day 

G od of mercy, love and compassion, 
we are grateful that You gave Your 

servant, Father Edward Joseph Flanagan 
special graces to love, protect and guide 
neglected, vulnerable and oppressed 
youth. Thank you that the work he began 
with the foundation of Boys Town has 
continued to spread throughout the 
world.  We pray that you inspire many to 
adopt his caring, loving ways as mentor 
and protector of youth. 
 
Loving Father, we bring our own needs 
to you now, asking that through the in-
tercession of Father Flanagan, in accor-
dance with your Holy Will, you grant 
these favors:_____________________. 
 
Thank You for Your Faithfulness and 
Providence, and for hearing these peti-
tions which we ask in the Name of Your 
Son, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
                                       Amen. 

Make a 
Pilgrimage 

Editor & Layout:  Sharon Nelsen 
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Leo J. Magers, Col. Ret.  
(Story on page 1) 

Father Flanagan 
League  

 
Order Free Materials  

◊ Informational Brochure 
◊ Prayer cards 
◊ Prayer leaflets and guide lines 

for forming a prayer group for 
the cause 

◊ Prayer for Parents Bookmark 
◊ Pilgrimage brochure   
◊ Posters  
◊ Poster/prayer in Spanish 
◊ Quarterly Newsletter 
◊ Story of Father Flanagan 
◊ Teaching unit, Grades 4-12 
 

 
Come to Prayer Group 

♥Second Tuesday of each 
month, after the 11:40 a.m. 
Mass, Dowd Chapel, Boys 
Town 

 
 

Request a Presentation 
◊ Monday—Friday 
◊ Daytime or evening 
◊ Omaha Archdiocese area 
 

 
Schedule a Pilgrimage 

◊ A half day of prayer at Father 
Flanagan sites at Boys Town 
that includes mid-day Mass, 
lunch: Monday — Friday 

 
 

Contact us at: 
 

www. fatherflanagan.org  
 
 

Father Flanagan League:   
Society of Devotion 

14057 Flanagan Blvd. 
Boys Town,  NE 68010 

Father Flanagan League: Society of Devotion 
14057 Flanagan Blvd. 
Boys Town, NE 68010 


