
            There is nothing perfect on earth...But the outcome of 
any work is always judged by the quality of the effort, and the 
more perfect the person, the more perfect the work.  And we 
can all make ourselves more perfect if we are fair to ourselves 
by being true to ourselves.  God made us in his own image and 
likeness—a true perfect being...By being true to ourselves, we 
can then be true to God...       - Fr. Flanagan 
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O God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, look down 
with gracious eye on us fathers and mothers of this world.  
Teach us, Dear Lord, to know and understand the high po-
sition which we as parents hold in Your divine plan of crea-
tion – the guardianship of Your Precious Little ones. 
             
Give us, Dear Lord, the strength and patience to teach by 
example and precept our precious children and lead them 
along the paths of virtues, onward and upward towards 
You, their loving and All Gracious God. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

                                                                           Amen. 

Father Flanagan’s Prayer  for Parents 

God himself is my help.   
The Lord upholds my life.  

 I will offer you  
a willing sacrifice;  

 I will praise your name, O Lord,  
            for its goodness.    Psalm 53 
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F r o m  F r .  F l a n a g a n ’ s  w r i t i n g s  

            Have you ever known a boy who couldn’t trust himself?  A 
boy who never seemed to get anything done because he could never 
be sure that he would finish what he started?  He had high ambi-
tions, but he never quite reached the goals or ideals he might have.  
This boy wasn’t fair to himself, because he wasn’t true to himself. 
            ...That same boy couldn’t always be depended on by people 
who knew him.  His friends all liked him, but they could never be 
sure that he would do what he said he was going to do.  He was a 
good boy, but he didn’t know he couldn’t be true to his friends if he 
were not true to himself. 
 
            I’ve known such boys and I know you have. If you think 
carefully, you’ll probably see some reflection of your own life in 
their actions... it’s so easy for us all to be untrue to our own selves 
by doing things that we know are wrong, or by neglecting to do the 
things we know are right and should be done... 
             
            By making our own characters strong individually we can be 
sure we are doing our part to make us stand strong together.  I’ve 
always urged you to help others and if possible do what they want 
you to do, but you’re not helping your own character to foolishly do 
everything they say...If you know that not doing it is the right thing, 
you can show that you have a mind of your own by using your will 
power and saying “no.”  And, by doing so, you will be true to your-
self, for you will be doing yourself some good. 
 
            When I say will power, I don’t mean the idle word you 
speak so lightly of and are so sure you’ve got...it’s carrying out the 
plans you’ve set up for your own good, regardless of what looks 
good to you at the moment;  it’s telling the truth when a little white 
lie is the easy way out of some difficulty.  
             
            No, will power isn’t just a word, it’s very much alive and 
goes hand in hand through life with truth... it is only through will 
power that our moral characters can be developed to the high de-
gree of goodness that is truly intended for us. 

B o y s  T o w n  T i m e s ,  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 9 4 3   

Fa t h e r  F l a n a g a n  P r ay e r  

G od of mercy, love and compassion, we are grateful that 
You gave Father Edward Joseph Flanagan special graces 

to love, protect and guide neglected, vulnerable and oppressed 
youth. Thank you that the work he began with the foundation 
of Boys Town, has continued to spread throughout the world.  
We pray that you inspire many to adopt his caring, loving ways 
as mentor and protector of youth. 
 
Loving Father, we bring our own needs to you now, asking that 
through the intercession of Father Flanagan, in accordance with 
your Holy Will, you grant us these special favors: ___________. 
 
Thank You for Your Faithfulness and Providence, and for hear-
ing these petitions which we ask in the Name of Your Son, Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
            ...In the church, we try to tell you what is right and what 
is wrong, but after that, it’s in your own hands...it is only by living 
a clean, healthy life that we can get all the good out of life that 
God intended us to, but to do so, we must do more than think of 
doing it.  Thinking right is far removed from acting right...you 
alone know whether you are doing what is right.  Now is the time 
to cultivate a good moral character...It’s easy to find boys who 
can recognize what is right from wrong, but it’s harder to find 
one who always will stand up for what is right in the face of op-
positions.  I don’t mean that this will result in you being per-
fect… 
            There is nothing perfect on earth...But the outcome of 
any work is always judged by the quality of the effort, and the 
more perfect the person, the more perfect the work.  And we can 
all make ourselves more perfect if we are fair to ourselves by be-
ing true to ourselves.  God made us in his own image and like-
ness—a true perfect being...By being true to ourselves, we can 
then be true to God... 


