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THE NEW FATHER FLANAGAN
DOCUMENTARY

S\
HEART OF A SERVANT

TNHE FATRIR FLANAOAN SIORY

This film reveals the incredible struggles, challenges, and passion of the man
Father Flanagan who in his lifetime changed the way America and the world reformed
the juvenile justice systems and youth care for troubled and disadvantaged youth.”

~ Rob Kaczmark (Director)
Narrated by Johnathan Roumie from “The Chosen” series

For Information : www.fatherflanagan.org
fatherflanaganfilm.com
fathomevents.com
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Pilgrimages & More

In early 2004, the Father Flanagan League began offering pilgrimages
at Boys Town. Since then thousands of pilgrims have prayed for the
Boys Town youth, staff, alumni, their own personal intentions and for
the canonization of Father Flanagan. These pilgrimages begin and end
at Dowd Memorial Chapel of the Immaculate Conception B. V. M.
Church. Throughout the pilgrimage the pilgrims will visit the Hall of
History, Flanagan House, and Chambers Chapel. The pilgrimage
concludes after the 11:40 a.m. Mass. These pilgrimages are offered
weekday mornings and last around 3 hours. To schedule a pilgrimage or
submit a prayer request please send an email to Mary Turley at :

coordinator@fatherflanagan.org

We welcome you to join us in a pilgrimage and follow in the footsteps of
our dear Servant of God Father Edward J. Flanagan

For other inquiries or to receive our Newsletter please E-Mail
contactus@fatherflanagan.org

Father Flanagan Trivia

. Whatvillage in Ireland is near the birthplace of 3. What was the Flanagan Family Prayer ?
Father Flanagan?

. Dublin A. The Rosary

. Ballymoe B. Our Father

. Timbuktu C. The Angelus

. Knock D. The Memorare

2. How many siblings did Fr. Flanagan have ? 4. What year did Fr. Flanagan immigrate to U.S.A.?

. 1907
. 1910
. 1904
. 1917
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Father Flanagan Charismatic Visionary

Paraphrased fro

For the better part of the first
half of the century Edward
Joseph Flanagan, a Roman
Catholic priest, was the most
beloved clergyman in the
United States.

His millions of devoted admir-
ers and contributors included
Catholics but also many Jews
and Protestants that were
compelled to support his
work.

That work, as the world
knows, was the education and
care of unfortunate boys from
around the world. Not merely
of delinquents whom the po-
lice and courts were glad to
imprison. Because he shel-
tered some young thieves and
killers, a popular impression

grew up that Father Flanagan
worked only with criminal ado-
lescents.

Actually, the highest percentage
of juvenile offenders ever stud-
ying and living in Boys Town at
one time was only 20%. Re-
gardless of the source, Boys
Town is primarily a home for
the homeless, a family for the
father less, and an environment
for emotional, mental, spiritual,
and moral development.

No restrictions of color or creed
have ever been imposed in the
incorporated town for disparate
youngsters which Father Flana-
gan established ten miles west
of Omaha, Nebraska. Children
of all ethnic groups developed
skills in farming, trade, and

m Father Flanagan of Boys Town

general education while sitting
in its classrooms as companions
with all races and religions.
Those who come from the courts
are not segregated from those
who became parentless or
homeless because of desertion,
or illness, or death.

There is no difference, because
the courthouse minority are
soon most curiously and trans-
formed into good citizens. Wild
they may be when they arrive;
audacious, defiant of restraint,
bitter with an insolent and
seemingly incorrigible
obstinacy, they are transformed.

Father Flanagan L.eague Prays in Tomb in Dowd Chapel

Immaculate Conception Parish / Dowd Memorial Chapel,
Boys Town ,Nebraska (National Historical Land Mark)

Do you know about the
Fr. Flanagan League?

Through prayer, we seek
Father Flanagan’s
intercession for healing, for-
giveness, strength, hope and
thanksgiving. There is signifi-
cant evidence that Father
Flanagan is listening and

The Prayer Format Below :

¢ An Opening Prayer invok-
ing The Holy Spirit
followed by a hymn.

¢ The first half of the Father

Intercession Prayer.

¢ Prayer time is concluded

Father Flanagan’s Tomb is in
the northwest side of

Dowd Memorial Chapel—
Flanagan Beatification and  pymacylate Conception B.V.M.
Church. The Chapel is located

Father Flanagan’s
Tomb

The Father Flanagan League
Coordinator of Devotion is

Mary Turley. Mary receives prayer
requests either online or in
person. She also organizes
pilgrimages and can schedule
special prayer times with a priest
or deacon at the tomb of Father
Flanagan. You may reach her at :

by a song of Praise.

All Are Welcome !
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Kids Corner - Children’s Reflections ”
From Father Flanagan League Pilgrimage

School: Saint Patrick Catholic School, City: Elkhorn State: NE. Grade: 7th
Teachers: Mrs. Menning, Mrs. Cizek, Mrs. Hoien

What was your favorite part of the tour ?

Multiple children stated that their favorite part of the tour was listening to Boys Town Alumni John Fox
share his testimony and life at Boys Town . They loved the sincerity and heartfelt gratitude Mr. Fox has
for a life changing experience because of Father Flanagan and Boys Town .

Name: R.J.

My favorite part of this amazing pilgrimage was being next to Fr. Flanagan’s tomb. To be that close to a “
Servant of God” and hopefully one day a “ Saint”. This was just so cool. When I stepped through the gate

to get to the tomb. I felt like there was something bigger than me, the air felt more dense and the aroma of
the flowers . Out of all the amazing things that I saw , seeing Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb was by far my favorite.

Name: H. B.

My favorite part of the pilgrimage was seeing Fr. Flanagan’s tomb. The room gave me a peaceful feeling.
I cold tell the Holy Spirit was present. We prayed for petitions and it was powerful to see my classmates
and I united in prayer. I hope to go back to this room someday with my family.

Name: L. A.

The part of the pilgrimage that resonated with me was touring Father Flanagan’s house. I could feel in
my soul that it was a very holy place where a holy man once lived and breathed. It was also inspiring to
hear and see how the boys of Boys Town would have lived. I found the chapel in his house to be incredibly
fascinating as well.

Name: V. E.

My favorite part was when John Fox , a Boys town alumni told his story about how he was impacted by
boys town which Fr. Flanagan made and how Boys town is very impactful.

Name: B. S.

My favorite part of the pilgrimage was getting to visit Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb. The thing that I most liked
about the tomb was the peacefulness that I immediately felt when I walked into the room. The room was
so peaceful and calm that you could tell it was the resting place of a saint in the making.

Name: J. E.

My favorite part of the pilgrimage was the Museum (Hall of History) because we leaned about how Fr.
Flanagan affected so many children and how he showed us the any boy no matter where they grew up and
who influenced them. They can still be good people with a little guidance.
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Kids Corner - Children’s Reflections ”
From Father Flanagan League Pilgrimage

Continuation...

What meaningful facts did you learn about Fr. Flanagan ?

Name: S.S.

That you do not have to lots and lots of money to help people. You just have to have a big heart to
help people.

Name: L.V.

What I learned was that all the pain and suffering he went through in his life to make sure the
boys were valued and loved. It is so incredibly beautiful hearing how he put everyone's needs be-
fore his own and I believe he truly loved his life the way Jesus did.

Name: B.S.

When touring Fr. Flanagan’s house my eyes were truly opened to how devoted this man was to
Christ. I learned that while Fr. Flanagan was frequently sick he always made time for God and
the boys under his care. Above all I learned that even though there may be hardships God will
always provide.

Did learning about Father Flanagan increase your faith?

Name: L. M.

Yes, It helped me to see how I could hep people that I wouldn’t have thought of on my own. It al-
so helped me realize that I can have my own way of praying to God.

Name: C.G.

Learning about Fr. Flanagan increased my faith because Fr. Flanagan taught me that one per-
sons desire to help people in his community can change the lives of hundreds of children and help
shape them into God loving citizens. We can all pass on Gods love like Fr. Flanagan.

Name: L. A.

Yes, learning about Fr. Flanagan increased my faith. Many incredible things happened with the
power of prayer in his lifetime and has led me to want to pray more.
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HEART OF A SERVANT

THE FATRIR FLAMAOANM SIORY

Heart of a Servant — The Father Flanagan World Premiere

Referred to by the Father Flanagan League as the greatest story never told....before on film, was shown at the Boys
Town Music Hall on September 13th to a sold out audience of more than 1000 attendees. Many members of the cast
in the film were present for this world premiere including narrator, Jonathan Roumie who stars as Jesus in the hit
series The Chosen, Catholic social justice expert, Gloria Purvis, relative Ed Flanagan, Boys Town historian Tom Lynch,
Boys Town alumnus and executive producer Steve Wolf, diocesan tribunal officials Dcn. Omar Gutierrez and Fr. Ryan
Lewis. Chicago based Spirit Juice Studios produced the film and it’s leadership were present as well to receive the
spontaneous standing ovation from everyone in attendance. This was a red carpet, search light and swag bag event.
Buy your tickets now for the one night only public screening on October 8th in theaters throughout the United States.
Go to: www.fatherflanaganfilm.com or fatherflanaganleague.org for more information.

Earlier in the day, League representatives, Mary Turley, Co-devotional coordinator, and vice postulator Steve Wolf,
met with Jonathan Roumie in Servant of God Fr. Flanagan’s tomb and provided him an overview of the League’s

d evotional work and the current status of the cause. Mr. Roumie spent 15 minutes alone in prayer at Servant of God
Fr. Flanagan’s side. Steve Wolf

Thank You to Our Sponsors

In A Spirit of Gratitude We Recognize The Generous Hearts that have pledged support to
The Father Flanagan World Documentary Premiere & Related Expenses
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" \% Steps to Sainthood in Canonization Process

Part One of a Series

The Canonization Process as it relates to Father Flanagan’s cause for beatification and canonization The process that someone
goes through to be recognized to be a saint by the Catholic Church has two primary paths. Martyrdom and a two-part tribunal
review. People who died witnessing and refusing to denounce Christ, thus leading to their death can be considered saints, with-
out any additional evidence of proven miracles attributed to their intercession with prayers. The facts surrounding their poten-
tial martyrdom certainly have to be investigated.

It would be difficult to say that this is an exception to the normal path to sainthood, especially in light of the fact that
the early Catholic Church was built upon the sacrifice and literally the bones of martyrs. Catholics are routinely perse-
%5 cuted and put to death for their faith every year. But not all who die under these circumstances are canonized.

4D
j Father Flanagan gave his life for Christ, dying in Berlin, Germany on May 15 th , 1948, on a mission to save the war
orphans in Austria and Germany. People at that time were so focused on keeping Father Flanagan’s youth care mis-
. sion alive at Boys Town, that there was no formal attempt to have him formally recognized a saint until 51 years later.

3

4D
j The alternative route to sainthood other than martyrdom must begin with what is called a groundswell of devotion.
Many people that have been canonized through this two step tribunal method come from religious orders so the
groundswell of devotion typically begins through prayer and demonstrable devotional activity beyond the religious

%N
j“’ order.

Father Flanagan was a diocesan priest, and his case the groundswell of devotion began among Boys Town alumni in
1999, who quickly realized that Father Flanagan had many faith-filled admirers not even connected to the alumni or
%% Boys Town. Those involved at the earliest days of this effort circulated a “petition” much like you would to get some-
j«-‘ thing on a ballot or considered by city hall. It was a signed statement indicating that the individual believed Father
s Flanagan to be a saint.

In 2000, Omaha Archbishop Elden Curtis quickly put a stop to this, and informed the leaders of this effort that what
was needed was overwhelming prayer leading to a “groundswell of devotion.” The archbishop was asked what a
¥, groundswell looked like or how does one know what it is. Archbishop Curtis said “we’ll know it when we see it.” The
" @ original devotee continued to organize and document their activity, and the response to our devotional efforts. The
j group officially became the Father Flanagan League Society of Devotion, and became a federally recognized 501c3 for
religious purposes on 2009. The League retained the most successfully postulator practicing at the time, Italian, Dr.
Andrea Ambrosi. With his assistance, the League become formally recognized by the Dicastery (previously Congrega-
tion) for the Causes of Saints.

Dr. Ambrosi informed the League that the “competence” or jurisdiction for opening a cause must take place where the
person in question died. Not where they were born, or lived their mission work. With Dr. Ambrosi’s assistance, the
% League asked the cardinal of Berlin, Germany to transfer the competence to the Archdiocese of Omaha.

In 2011, the League approached Archbishop George Lucas, and described what we believed was evidence of an interna-

tional “groundswell of devotion” based on distribution of tens of thousands of prayer cards, prayer petitions and re-

quests for relics throughout the world, the number of reported alleged miracles, prayer groups, the amount of unso-
%% licited funds received, and the volume of people who had gone on pilgrimages to walk in the footsteps of Father Flana-

g
: gan.

On February 27, 2012, Omaha Archbishop George Lucas, nailed the Edict to the front door of St. Cecilia’s Cathedral
declaring his intentions to open the cause for beatification and canonization for Edward J. Flanagan, and proclaiming
him a Servant of God. Quite by accident, in a way that only the Holy Spirit could facilitate the first available date for

%t . Archbishop Lucas to open the cause upon his return from his Ad Limina visit with Pope Benedict, was March 17, 2012.

j “ Ttwas just a first open date on a calendar and it was days later that people realized this was St. Patrick’s Day, the pa-
tron saint of Servant of God Flanagan’s native Ireland, who was also inspiration to him. The mass to open the cause
was held at Immaculate Conception Church (Dowd Chapel) on the Boys Town Campus, with standing room only. Dr.
Ambrosi was in attendance from Rome, and the tribunal, theological and historical commission members took their
oaths. Vice Postulator & Boys Town Alumni Steve Wolf

CANONIZATION TIMELINE
Select postulator / Petition Transfer Competence The Edict  Historical Commission Theological Commission Decree of Judicial validity =~ Theological Commission Venerable Blessed
Tribunal Historical Commission Cardinal or Bishop Review SAINT
1999 Ll 2012 I I 2015 I 2024 | I I
Groundswell Devotion Servant of God Diocesan Phase Rome Phase Dicastery Cause of Saints Miracle Tribunal
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Purpose of the League

er Flanagan League Society of Devotion has official standing in Canon Law and is off
oy the Vatican as the “Actors” for this Cause. The Flanagan League is comprised prin
oundswell of devotion among the laity gave rise to the formation of this League and
ith the Vatican and Archbishop George Lucas of the Archdiocese of Omaha to form
e for beatification and canonization.

om do we pray and what do we pray for?

e pray to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As with the saints and loved ones who are dear to
r Flanagan to join our prayers and intercede on our behalf before the Lord. Everything you ca
bout Father Flanagan demonstrates that even now he is totally absorbed in God’s will and ne
er to intercede and petition our needs with the Lord?
or and seek Father Flanagan’s intercessions for everything. Healing, happiness, forgiveness, s
thanksgiving. There is significant evidence that Father Flanagan is interceding on our behalf

ather Flanagan League Beatification & Intercession Pra

enly Father, Thank you for the graces given to your Servant of God Father Edward Jose
ated his life to bring your Fatherly love to all children, especially to those You placed in

mulate the heroic virtue of Servant of God Father Flanagan who trusted in Your Divine P
n his intercession with the need placed before You .
prayer petition)

pu Lord God, to raise Your Servant of God Father Flanagan to sainthood in Your Holy
be glorified in the work he began and in the work that continues throughout the world a
gly care for Your precious little ones. We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord and

Father Flanagan League : Society of Devotion
P.O .Box 300 , Boys Town, NE 68010
Phone: 402-513-8090
www.fatherflanagan.org




