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The Father Flanagan League
Society of Devotion has an an-
nual operating budget of about
$50,000.

. Please consider supporting the

cause for Father Flanagan’s

| Sainthood. Any contributions

~ | are greatly appreciated! And

we need your prayers.
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Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Dowd Memorial Chapel, Boys Town , Nebraska

, Mission:
As Father Flanagan has said: -

“Pray for prayer works To Educate and Inform all
miracles!”

people of the heroic virtue and

Donations : sanctity of Father Flanagan’s
Mike Jedlicka 402-649-0708
Email:

. donations@fatherflanagen.org
Web:

| fatherflanagan.org/contact/ spread devotion of his example

#donate

Mail checks to:

FFLSD

P.0O. Box 300

Boys Town, NE. 68010

life and his Mission as mentor

and protector of youth, and

throughout the world.

HEART OF A SERVANT

THE FATHER FLANAGAN STORY



Praying in Father Flanagan’s Tomb

We seek Father Flanagan’s intercessions for healing, happiness, forgiveness, strength, hope and
thanksgiving. There is significant evidence that Father Flanagan is interceding on our behalf and that
the Lord is listening. The Father Flanagan League has eight years of monthly prayer booklets available
for download at fatherflanagan.org they are appropriately themed for special times of the year like
Christmas, Easter and St. Patrick’s Day. Prayers are said in unison by the group and individually last-
ing approximately 30 —45 minutes:

Prayer Format:

¢ An Opening Prayer to the Holy Spirit followed by a hymn.

The first half of the Father Flanagan Prayer

A priest or a Deacon will pray with individuals one at a time with a relic of Fr Flanagan’s .

Prayers of thanksgiving and general intercession prayers.

Continue with Fr. Flanagan Prayers . Close with a song of Praise.
The Father Flanagan Prayer Leagues Prayer Coordinator is Mary Turley . Mary receives online prayer
requests, organizes prayer teams, schedules priest or Deacons to pray in Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb weekly.
Father Flanagan’s Tomb is in the northwest side of Dowd Memorial Chapel - Immaculate Conception
B.V.M. Parish. The Chapel is located in the center of Boys Town. It is here where people gather regu-
larly to pray asking for Fr. Flanagan’s intercession. The prayer is session is accompanied by a Priest or
a Deacon . To schedule a pilgrimage or submit a prayer request please send an email to Mary Turley at

coordinator@fatherflanagan.org

For other inquiries or to receive our Newsletter please E-Mail contactus@fatherflanagan.
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(A In 1939 Fr Flanagan selected the stain glass
windows in Dowd Memorial Chapel

Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb Saint Patrick’s Day

Fr. Flanagan’s canonization process began on
March 17th , 2012 in Dowd Memorial Chapel ,
Boys Town, Nebraska.

Left Window St. Patrick
Middle Window : The Holy Family
Right Window : St Columba
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Fr. Flanagan Funeral May 1948

Photo’s Provided By:

Thomas Lynch

Director of Communications
Hall of History
Boys Town , Nebraska

May 15, 1948 — Died, Berlin, Germany.

May 17, 1948 — Funeral for Monsignor Edward Joseph Flanagan in Berlin Cathedral. Conrad
Cardinal Von Preysing, Bishop of Berlin, officiated.

May 21, 1948 — Funeral for Edward Joseph Flanagan in Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Dowd Memorial Chapel, Boys Town, NE..

Fr. Flanagan was active serving on committees and boards dealing with the welfare of children.
His main interest was child welfare. Internationally known by the 1940s, in 1946 he traveled to
the Republic of Ireland, where he was appalled by conditions in the children's institutions. He
described them as "a national disgrace".

General MacArthur who was leading the Allied occupation of Japan, invited Father Flanagan to
Japan and Korea in 1947 to advise on child welfare. He also invited him to review conditions
the next year in occupied territory in Austria and Germany, where Father Flanagan traveled in
1948. While working in Germany, Father Flanagan died May 15th, 1948 of a heart attack. His
body was returned to the United States. Father Flanagan is interred at Dowd Memorial Chapel
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Boys Town, Nebraska.




Fr. Flanagan’s Speech April 7th, 1928 ..W.0.W Radio

Dear Radio Friends,

The boys and myself wish you all a very happy and joyous Easter, and we hope and pray that the
joy and happiness which the Resurrected Savior brought to the world 1900 years ago will bring
hope, consolation, and happiness to your hearts, and to your homes and families this morning.

We have followed our Savior in His sufferings and bitter Passion during these past weeks of the
penitential season of Lent. We have tried to meditate upon the mysteries of suffering of Him who
took upon Himself the burden of the sins of men and made the sublime sacrifice of self that the
power of Satan would be broken, and men be free again. We have gazed with pity on that innocent
Lamb of God as He betrayed by one of His Apostles, bound and dragged before the courts of Annas
and Caiaphas, and from there to the courts of Pilate and Herod, thence back to Pilate. The hardest
heart would melt with pity at such treatment meted out to the most dangerous and vicious male-
factors, still we see the innocent Lamb of God, whose only accusation was that He loved the sons
of men too much, suffer the most inhuman cruelty. Never does he utter a word of protest or re-
proach, and not one is found to raise his voice against the blood -thirsty mob, or stay their perse-
cution. Again we see Him stripped, scourged, crowned with thorns, and condemned to the igno-
minious death on a cross.

We follow in the wake of that sad procession, driven and dragged along the rough road that led to
Calvary . Yes, all this would have been distressing and would cause pity and sympathy for even the
worst of criminals, but not so for Jesus, the Son of God. He was left abandoned, as it were, by God
Himself, and had to suffer in humanity and drink the cup of sorrow and suffering to its last bitter
drop. Oh how He exclaims with anguish of heart to His Heavenly Father, “ My God, My God , why
hast Thou forsaken me?” Yes, His heavenly Father has abandoned Him, and is left alone in His
suffering. He cries out for renewed torture, when He exclaims, “ I thirst”, which did not signify
His physical suffering, but His burning love for the souls of men. Yes, even for His executioners,
His enemies, all mankind, and was willing even to suffer even more. We see His desire satisfied.
The Son of God is given vinegar to drink, and He refused it not, though He knew what pain it
would cause Him. When He had taken the vinegar, He said, “ it is finished”. The work of redemp-
tion , all the labors, trials, sufferings of our dear Savior, endured for the love of us, from the stable
of Bethlehem till that moment of His Sacred Passion, a life of poverty, of toil and suffering, and
His preaching of the Gospel, the mission of His heavenly Father. All is consummated, and Jesus
crying out with a loud voice said “ Father into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” Though exhausted
with extreme and dying weakness, our dear Lord uttered a loud cry in His last dying moment, that
is a cry to penetrate the hearts of cold and earthly men, to rouse them to fear and trembling, to
call their attention to His Cross where He hangs, the Son of God, naked and helpless, suffering
and dying for their sins, to save their poor immortal souls.

Christ died the death of a malefactor, and in the eyes of the world, His death was a stumbling
block. He who had raised the dead to life, he who brought health to the sick, the lamed, was
taunted by His executioners, to now save Himself. Even His apostles and disciples, were afraid
and ashamed of the disgrace of that death, and Peter out of fear of a mere servant denied that He
was a follower of Christ. During those three days after His burial, the Christian religion was as
dead as He who had undertaken to found it. Every hope of His followers was buried in that tomb,
and not one of their hopes would ever have been revived had He failed to come out of it. Is there
any wonder then, dear Radio friends, that we today have reason to rejoice with the Risen Savior
this morning? The Resurrection of the Savior is the crowning proof of His Divinity, that He was
God, the promised Messiah, and His Resurrection is the groundwork of our Faith, and our assur-
ance that the powers of Hell and Satan are broken forever.




Should not this glorious Resurrection encourage us, dear Christian friends, to fulfill the Di-
vine Will under all circumstances with Christian fidelity. Is it not, in fact, the most powerful
incentive to a holy life? “ My food is to do the Will of Him Who sent me that I may perform
His work.” (St. John 4, 34). Our Savior could say this in truth for His whole life upon earth
was one continual, uninterrupted fulfilment of the Will of His Heavenly Father. For thirty
years He leads a hidden life because His Father Wills it; He begins His public life, goes about
teaching, and working miracles, and finally dies on the Cross amidst unspeakable torture
and sufferings, because it is the Will of His Father. Thus the human will of Christ was en-
tirely subject to the will of God. How gloriously do we see Him rewarded for His faithful ac-
complishment of the Divine Will ? Today coming forth from the grave with a glorified body.
“ God hath exalted Him and hath given Him a name, which is above every name; that in the
name of Jesus every knee should bow of those in Heaven, on earth, and in hell; and that eve-
ry tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of His Father,

(Philippians 9:11). What a sublime end ! What a glorious reward!

If we consider our risen Savior in the state of His glory, must we not also, dear friends, be encouraged
to do the Will of God in evil as well as in good days ? What hardship, peril, dangers do not men will-
ingly endure to procure some temporal reward of wealth, influence, ease; reward that in time will
pass away and leave nothing? How then can we be so slow in doing the Will of God, knowing as we

do, that if we work and suffer with Christ, we shall be glorified with Him?

Oh, dear Christian friends, let us be sincere and honest with our Resurrected Savior this morning. He
who has given us the pledge of His love. He has shed His precious Blood and died for us that we
might be saved. “Greater love than this , no man hath”. He has sealed that pledge, and our faith with
the seal of His resurrection. My friends are we going to stand idly by this morning, indifferent to that
sorrowful passion and unspeakable suffering and death, and the glorious Resurrection of our Savior
without expressing a word of gladness and joy in our hearts? Has the Savior not done enough for us
to win our love for Him, unmindful of those sufferings, and indifferent to that love. For such as
those, must Christ suffer and die again?

No, dear friends, a thousand times , no! We have to cast away our coldness of heart, our indifference,
our earthly desires. We have buried our sins, and thank God, this morning we have arisen with the
Glorious Savior, with hearts, minds, and souls gladdened , refreshed, and nurtured by the Precious
Blood of our Savior, victorious over sin and satan, and with determination that we will take up our
Cross and follow Him to the bitter end to win our Heavenly reward with Him for all eternity.

Thomas Lynch
Director of Communication
Hall of History

Boys Town , Nebraska
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~Fathou Flanagan

Edward Flanagan is seated front row, first on left

From an early age Fr. Flanagan would often hear the folk tales of St. Patrick’s work. Sitting by the hearth
in his childhood home, near Ballymoe, County Roscommon, Father’s family would recount to him the
stories of Saint Patrick under taking the monumental mission to bring Christianity to the Irish people.
As as adult Fr. Flanagan would look upon St. Patrick as his role model in his own mission to change the
way children were treated in America.

On March 12th, 1939 Fr. Flanagan gave a speech to the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana discussing the influence Saint Patrick had upon his work to establish Boys Town.

“In 432 A.D. when St. Parick arrived at Tara it had been forbidden upon the pain of death to light a fire
until the great national fire at Tara was burning. Those great chieftains were stricken with amazement
and dismay to glance up at the hill of Slane and see a fire burning. The fire they saw was the paschal fire
lit that Easter Eve by St. Patrick. From the hill of Slane, the fire of Christianity and Christian culture has
spread steadily and burned brightly in the hearts of the Irish people. I have always liked that story of St.
Patrick lighting his fire on a hill where all might see. That took courage, real faith , and a boundless con-
fidence that God’s work would be done.

I want to ask you to light, in your own individual hearts a fire of Christian feeling for all those children,
abused , abandoned, homeless, wherever they are found. The children who tomorrow carry on from
where we left off. Ilike to think of Boys Town as an experimental station in youth work, as the Slane Hill
from which a light of consideration and understanding of the youth of our land may spread out in a wide
circle to every city and hamlet. This light bringing with it true happiness and a sound future for the land
we love and the children who will be called upon to insure that future.

I call upon you to light in your hearts a fire of understanding and sympathy of the helpfulness and appre-
ciation for the citizens of tomorrow, the youth fo today.”

I call upon you to light in your hearts a fire of understanding and sympathy of the helpfulness and appre-
ciation for the citezens of tomorrow, the youth of today.”

Thomas Lynch
Director of Communications
Hall of History

Boys Town , Nebraska
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I arise today

Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,

Through confession of the Oneness

of the Creator of creation.

I arise today

Through the strength of Christ’s birth with His baptism,
Through the strength of His crucifixion with His burial,
Through the strength of His resurrection with His ascension,
Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom.

I arise today

Through the strength of the love of cherubim,
In the obedience of angels,

In the service of archangels,

In the hope of resurrection to meet with reward,
In the prayers of patriarchs,

In the predictions of prophets,

In the preaching of apostles,

In the faith of confessors,

In the innocence of holy virgins,

In the deeds of righteous men.

I arise today, through The strength of heaven,
The light of the sun, The radiance of the moon,
The splendor of fire, The speed of lightning,
The swiftness of wind, The depth of the sea,
The stability of the earth, The firmness of rock.

I arise today, through God’s strength to pilot me,

God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to guide me,

God’s eye to look before me, God’s ear to hear me,

God’s word to speak for me, God’s hand to guard me,

God’s shield to protect me, God’s host to save me from snares of
devils,

From temptation of vices, From everyone who shall wish me ill,
afar and near.

I summon today All these powers between me and those evils,
Against every cruel and merciless power that may oppose my body
and soul,

Against incantations of false prophets, Against black laws of pa-
gandom,

Against false laws of heretics, Against craft of idolatry,

Against spells of witches and smiths and wizards,

Against every knowledge that corrupts man’s body and soul;
Christ to shield me today Against poison, against burning,
Against drowning, against wounding, So that there may come to
me an abundance of reward.

Christ with me, Christ before me,

Christ behind me, Christ in me,

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,

Christ when I arise, Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of
me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees , Christ in every ear that hears me.

I arise today Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the
Trinity, Through belief in the Threeness, Through confession of
the Oneness of the Creator of creation. Amen.

Annual Award

The Father Flanagan League Society of Devotion Pres-
ident Ed Morse presents The Annual Heart of A Serv-
ant Award to Thomas Lynch . Mr. Lynch is Boys
Towns Director of Communications & Hall of History.
The award was presented in a spirit of gratitude for
Mr. Lynch’s , Time, Passionate devotion, dedication
and commitment to the Father Flanagan League .

Left) Mr. Ed Morse Presents

Heart of a Servant Award

to Mr. Thomas Lynch (ight)
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The Road to Canonization — Part 3 of a Series

The Canonization Process as it relates to

Father Flanagan’s cause for beatification and canonization...

The Vatican Phase

There are four major phases to a canonization process with many steps taken within
each phase. To recap, most canonization processes begin with a phase referred to as
a “groundswell of devotion,” which may lead to the second phase which is the formal
opening of a cause for canonization known as the “diocesan phase.”
Now let’s explore the third major phase known as the “ Vatican,” or “Roman” phase. The
Vatican phase does not officially open immediately upon the Dicastery for the Causes of
Saints receiving an actor’s case files created during the investigation of a person’s life
during the diocesan phase. Actors are the official organizations or people who are
responsible for championing a cause officially in the eyes of the Vatican. The Father
Flanagan League Society of Devotion are the actors in the cause for beatification and
canonization for Servant of God Edward J. Flanagan.

The case files for Servant of God Edward J. Flanagan reached the Dicastery for the
Causes of Saints in June 2015. At that time, this office of the Vatican was called the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. All congregations at the Vatican transformed
the names of their offices to dicastery in March 2022.

The Flanagan League was unaware of a very formal first step that occurs when the
dicastery receives the case files from a diocesan investigation. League officials knew there
would be reviews by a historical commission and theological commission, along with a final
review by gathering of cardinals and bishops to determine if Servant of God Father Edward
Flanagan lived a life of heroic virtue and make a recommendation to the Pope that Servant of
God Father Edward Flanagan might be worthy of being declared venerable. What
The League didn’t know is that the dicastery would first review the case files sent by the
Archdiocese of Omaha investigation to determine if that was sufficient for the Vatican.
The position is first reviewed by the historical commission, and then onto the theological
commission. Each commission writes a report with a recommendation to move the case for-
ward or to suspend the cause. The commissions may ask the actors to provide more infor-
mation that may clarify questions or concerns they have with the information in the positio.

Mpr. Steve Wolf
Boys Town Alumni
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Continuation ...
The Road to Canonization — Part 3 of a Series

Investigation to Begin

In the case of Servant of God Father Edward Flanagan’s cause, both commissions had follow-up
questions they wanted addresses before completing their work. One example from the histori-
cal commission was their curiosity about why the Soviets were trying to capture Servant of

God Father Edward Flanagan while he was assisting the Allies with caring for war orphans in
Austria and Germany in 1948. The Theological commission wanted to understand Servant of
God Father Edward Flanagan’s views on war, and why so many of his former boys fought in
World War II.

The historical commission completed their work in 2019, and the theological commission
completed their work in early 2024. At this time Servant of God Father Edward J. Flanagan’s
Case is moving to the final dicastery review which is the convening of a group of cardinals and
bishops to examine the positio and reports of the theological and historical commissions.

Th Father Flanagan League is hopeful that the dicastery took a year and half to review the
diocesan phase work before issuing a “Decree of Judicial Validity” on January 27, 2017. This
decree as its name indicates meant the diocesan phase submission was complete and valid for
the dicastery to allow its formal investigations to move forward. Had this decree not been
issued for any reason, the cause for beatification and canonization would have ended, and
Father Edward J. Flanagan would remain a Servant of God in the eyes of the Church.

One way that most people might easily understand the canonization process and its diocesan
and Vatican phases is to compare it to the secular court system used in the United States.

After all the tribunal starting at the diocesan phase is a canon law court that put Servant of God
Father Edward J. Flanagan on trial for his life. In this context, the diocesan phase is a district
Or circuit court. At the Vatican phase, the dicastery serves as the supreme court. And just like
The U.S. Supreme Court, the dicastery does not start a new trial or do original case work.

It reviews the work of the lower court (diocesan tribunal) to ensure there are no errors and to
make Judge ments about the existing evidence. The dicastery does this by mirroring the history
ical and theological commissions that are empaneled at the diocesan phase. The first order of
Work . Upon receiving the decree of judicial validity is for the dicastery to select a “relator,”
who is a person assigned to create the “positio.” The positio is a summary of information de-
rived from the diocesan phase case files. In other words, it is a very lengthy position paper that
makes case or a closing argument for the Servant of God’s evidence of heroic virtue.

Mpr. Steve Wolf
Boys Town Alumni




The Ancient Order of Hibernians Presents
The 147th Annual St Patrick’s Day Parade

All Are Invited
I*l Date: Saturday, March 8th, 2025 *
IRELAND Time: 10:45 a.m. IRELAND
Place : 15th Harney Street, Omaha

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Catholic organization tracing its roots to 16th Century
Ireland where the “Defenders” formed to protect the Catholic faith and priests from British
persecution. In 1836, the Order formed in America to assist newly arriving Irish immigrants.
The Omaha chapters today sponsor the St. Patrick’s Day parade, their largest fund raiser and

cultural event. Proceeds raised from parade sponsors and other events help the Hibernians
to support local food banks in their charitable work. Dr. Daniel Daly

Stay in touch with your Irish heritage in the spirit of Father Flanagan and Con-
sider becoming a member and register at: https://aohomaha.com/join_us/

“(_'\c“‘ Order of ,7/7
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OOLEY
An hash Celebration
for the Whole Family
* Sunday March 2, 2025
\ Noon te:6pm “

COMEIENJOY,THEENTERTAINMENTOF ... /
2

2

DINNERWILLINCLUDE

KR e $15 Adults 3 $5 Kids 3% $40 Family
B R P e
|| Ed Flanagan (Fr. Flanagan’s great Nephew) ; ‘
Joirt Us for Good Food, Friends, Fun & Entertairniment!
i For more info, visit'www.laohomaha.com

| Msgr. James Gilg (The Hibernians Chaplain)
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https://aohomaha.com/

EASTER SHOES j

Father Flanagan insisted the residents of Boys Town have a
complete suit of Sunday clothing. Father felt the boys should learn how to dress properly
when attending religious ceremonies and special events. The expense of maintaining a sep-
arate set of Sunday clothing for each boy was enormous. To ease the expense each Easter
season Fr. Flanagan would ask his supporters to donate new pairs of shoes for the boys.

These special Sunday shoes were not intended for everyday use. The shoes would only be
worn by the boys on Sundays and special occasions. When not being worn by the boys they
were kept in neat organized rows at the Boys Town Shoe Shop. In the Shoe Shop the
shelves were divided into squares and each square was numbered. On Sundays and special
days the boys would retrieve their shoes using the assigned number. When a boy left the
home his shoes and number were passed on to to a new boy.

Today the children of Boys Town carry on this tradition of Father Flanagan by keeping a
special set of “church clothing” worn each Sunday to church and on special occasions.

g father Flanagans
i&ngs ﬂBnmedIgmnaI

Easter

Dowd Memorial Chapel

Easter 1920

B T B Thomas Lynch
OyS own OyS Director of Communication /Hall of History
Boys Town , Nebraska
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Happy Mothers Day Mother Mary !
May 11th, 2025

Father Flanagan’s consecration to Mother Mary
The Catholic Boys Town Boys Morning Prayer 5

My Queen , my Mother, I give myself entirely to You and to show
my devotion to you I consecrate to You this day :

My eyes,

My ears,

My mouth,

My heart .

My whole being without reserve.

Wherefore, good Mother as I am Your own, Keep me and guard me,
As Your property and possession.

Blessed be the Mother of God, immaculately conceived ! And may Her prayers, so powerful because
of Her freedom from sin, gain for us what we so much need, and what through her intercession we
will ever ask with confidence a more perfect pardon for past sin, a greater security against future
falls, an increased love for God, and the gift of a happy death.”

“ Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee .”

Please prayerfully consider giving to the
Father Flanagan League Society of Devotion Scan QR Code

Mail your donation to: P.O .Box 300 , Boys Town, NE 68010

call 402-649-0708 , Donate Online: www.fatherflanagan.org/contact/
#donate

We are asking for your help once again with an end of the year donation of any
size $25, $50, $100, $500 or more if you can afford it. All gifts are welcome especially the
blessed gift of prayer. If you can donate please send a check to Mike Jedlicka at the address
listed above or donate online.

For donors over the age of 70 1/2 ,a QCD (Qualified Charitable Contribution ) is a popular way
to contribute a larger amount tax free of any retirement account , stock or cash transfer from
your financial institution to our 501 (¢)3 charitable organization, the Father Flanagan League
Society of Devotion . It is another way to meet your RMD( Required Minimum Distribution )
but must happen on or before December 31st, if you are interested in this option please contact
Mike Jedlicka 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. He will be happy to assist you. If you are unable to donate at
this time please pray for intercessory healing of all hardships which will assist Servant of God
Edward J. Flanagan in his cause for sainthood.
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