
FATHER FLANAGAN LEAGUE SOCIETY OF DEVOTION  

NEWSLETTER 

1 

 
The Father Flanagan League 
Society of Devotion has an an-
nual operating budget of about 
$50,000.  
 
Please consider supporting the  
cause for Father Flanagan’s 
Sainthood.  Any contributions 
are greatly appreciated!  And 
we need your prayers.   
 
As Father Flanagan has said: 
  

“Pray for prayer works      
miracles!” 

 
Donations :  
Mike Jedlicka  
402-649-0708 
Email:  
donations@fatherflanagen.org 
Web:  

fatherflanagan.org/contact/

#donate 
Mail checks to: 
      FFLSD  
      P.O. Box 300 
      Boys Town, NE.  68010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: 
To Educate and Inform all    

people of the heroic virtue and 

sanctity of Father Flanagan’s life  

and his Mission as mentor and 

protector of  youth, and spread 

devotion of  his example   

throughout the world. 
 

 

 
         In this Issue: 

 Documentary Streaming 
 Christmas in Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb 

 Pilgrimages 
 Trivia  
 Fr. Flanagan Christmas Letters  

 Irish Christmas Traditions 
 Canonization Process 
 Hibernians/ Lady Hibernians 

 Fr. Flanagan’s Consecration to Mary 
 

WINTER 2024—2025  

 

  
 

 

THE NEW FATHER FLANAGAN DOCUMENTARY  

 

 

      FATHER FLANAGAN LEAGUE SOCIETY OF DEVOTION  

                     NEWSLETTER 

                          May The Peace of  Jesus Christ The New Born King Be With You ! 
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The Servant of  God  Father Edward J. Flanagan Timeline  
 

       

 
 
 

Innsbruck, Austria 1909 

Seminarian Edward J. Flanagan 

Back row , Top left 

Thomas Lynch   

Director of Community Programs  

Images provided by Boys 
Town Hall of History 

https://cdn.agilitycms.com/boys-town/blog-posts/Remembering-the-Legacy-blog.jpg?q=70&w=760&format=auto
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  1886  Birth July 13th Leabeg, Ballymoe, Ireland 

 1904  Immigrated from Ireland through Ellis Island 

   1906  Enters St. Joseph Seminary, Dunwoodie, NY 

    Leaves  Seminary due to poor health.   

  1907   Enters Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome Italy 

  1908   Leaves seminary due to poor health arrives back in the USA. 

 1909   Enters seminarian school Innsbruck, Austria 

 1912  July 26th, Ordination in Innsbruck  

 1913    First Parish St. Patrick’s, O’Neill, NE. 

  Second Parish St. Patrick’s’, Omaha, NE. 

 1917 Boys Town Established December 12th. 

 (First Boys Town Home 25th & Dodge, Omaha) 

 1918 Boys Town Home in German American Society. 

 1921 Overlook Farm/Boys Town West Dodge Rd. 

 1938  Premier of  “Boys Town” Film. 

 1941  Immaculate Conception B.V.M. Parish opens. 

 1946  Mission to Ireland to Review Borstals. 

 1947 Mission to Japan, Philippines and Korea to help orphaned children.                          

 1948 Invited to Rome, Italy by Pope Pius XII. 

 Presidential Humanitarian Mission to Europe 

  May 15th, Died in Berlin, Germany 
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Prayer & Pilgrimages  

The Fr. Flanagan League Prays ! 

We  seek Father Flanagan’s intercessions for healing, 
happiness, forgiveness, strength, hope and thanksgiv-
ing. There is significant evidence that Father Flana-
gan is interceding on our behalf and that the Lord is 
listening. The Father Flanagan League has eight 
years of monthly prayer booklets available for down-
load at fatherflanagan.org they are appropriately 
themed for special times of the year like Christmas, 
Easter and St. Patrick’s Day. Prayers are said in 
unison by the group and individually lasting  approxi-
mately 30 –45 minutes: 

Prayer Format: 

 An Opening Prayer to the Holy Spirit followed by 
a hymn.   

 The first half of the Father Flanagan Prayer  

 A priest or a Deacon will pray with individuals one 
at a time with a relic of Fr Flanagan’s . 

 Prayers of thanksgiving and general intercession 
prayers.  

 Continue with Fr. Flanagan Prayers . 

 Close with  a song of  Praise.   

The Father Flanagan Prayer Leagues Prayer Coordi-

nator  is Mary Turley .  Mary receives online prayer 

request, organizes prayer teams, schedules priest or 

Deacons to pray in Fr. Flanagan’s Tomb weekly.    

Father  Flanagan’s Tomb is in the northwest side of 

Dowd Memorial Chapel - Immaculate Conception 

B.V.M. Parish.  The Chapel is located in the center of 

Boys Town.  It is here where people gather regularly 

to pray asking for Fr. Flanagan’s intercession.  The 

prayer is lead by a Priest or a Deacon along with the 

Father Flanagan Devotional council every Tuesday 

following the 11:40 A.M. Mass.  Welcome ! 

We welcome you to join us in a pilgrimage and follow in the footsteps of our dear Servant of God Father Edward J.     
Flanagan.  In early 2004, the Father Flanagan League began offering pilgrimages at Boys Town.  Since then thousands of 
pilgrims have prayed for the Boys Town youth, staff, alumni, their own personal intentions and for the canonization of   
Father Flanagan. These pilgrimages begin and end  at Dowd Memorial Chapel also known as Immaculate Conception 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church.  Pilgrims will visit the Hall of History, Flanagan House, and Chambers Chapel.  
Pilgrimages conclude after the 11:40 a.m. Mass.  Pilgrimages are offered weekday mornings and last around 3 hours. To 
schedule a pilgrimage or submit a prayer request please send an email to Mary Turley at : coordinator@fatherflanagan.org                                                                                                                             

For other inquiries or to receive our Newsletter please E-Mail  contactus@fatherflanagan.org 

Father Flanagan’s Tomb at Christmas 

mailto:pilgrimages@fatherflanagan.org
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1. How old was Father Flanagan when 
he heard the call to become a priest? 

A. 12   C.    14 

B. 6   D.    20 

 

Dear Friends,  Preparing for Christmas was very important.  Before Christmas Eve, the home and farm buildings were 

thoroughly cleaned.  The buildings also received a fresh coat of white wash.  Children who had left home were expected to 

return to their parent’s home, bringing small gifts for the family.  Children of the household would gather fresh holly to 

decorate the whole house placing it behind pictures, over doors, stringing the holly berries by the windows.  Children also 

helped create the nativity scene.  In Ireland, the Christmas tree is an acquired custom not originally part of the holiday 

celebration. 

To Welcome the Holy Family on their way to Bethlehem, the homes doors were left unlocked or open.  A  table for three was 

set with a loaf of soda bread for the Holy Family, and a dish of water was left on the window ledge to be blessed by the Holy 

Family and then kept and used for curative purposes.  The mother would hollow out a large turnip as a holder for a large red 

candle and decorate it with holly and paper decorations.  Red candles representing all the members of the family would be 

placed in the windows.  The candles for the younger children in the family were sometimes small and colorful. Around six 

o’clock in the evening the youngest member of the family would light the candles and say “Gombeiremid beo ag an am seo 

aris.” ( May we all live to see this day next year. ) The candles would remain lit until Midnight. 

After lighting the candles , including three candles representing the Holy Family or the Trinity, the children would go to the 

nearest hill to view all the houses in the area lit with candles. After the evening meal, some observed a fast, and the family 

would gather around the fire to share Christmas cake, tea, punch and other beverages. The children would receive sweets 

and apples. Family members socialized and enjoyed each others company, and evening prayers were said together.  Before 

going to bed, each child hung a stocking by the fireplace.   

Christmas Day  On Christmas morning the children discovered St. Nicholas had left them a small gift, sweets, nuts and an 

orange.  Christmas Day was spent at home with the family and only specially invited guest were permitted to join them.  The 

family would attend an early Christmas day mass, with the children admiring the church’s elaborate nativity scene.  After 

church services the women of the family would return home to prepare the most important meal of the entire year, The 

Christmas Day Dinner.  The table was set with the best linens, dishes and silverware . After church, the men would engage in 

games of hurling or go hunting.  In the afternoon the family would gather for the Christmas Dinner which usually featured 

roast beef , boiled beef, chicken goose or mutton. The mother would take great pride in providing a plentiful and elaborate 

meal for her family. After eating, everyone gathered by the fire, told stories and sung songs while the children played.   

                      Thomas Lynch  

        Director of Community Programs  

        Boys Town , Nebraska 

 

3.    What year was Father Flanagan ordination? 

A. 1919   C.    1912 

B. 1926  D.    1920 

2.    Where was Father Flanagan’s first 
parish assignment ? 

A. Immaculate Conception, Boys Town 

B. St. Patrick’s , Oneill , Nebraska 

C. St. Johns , Creighton University 

D. Sacred Heart, Omaha , Nebraska 

4.      Who invited Father Flanagan to come to 

Nebraska? 

A. John Creighton         C. Rev. Patrick Flana-
gan 

B. Archbishop Scannell D.  Msgr. Peter Dunne 

1.B,    2.B,    3. C.    4.C, 

*   Trivia   * 
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“From the bottom of my heart I wish you all a Merry Christmas”       Father Edward Flana-
gan always made sure the Christmas season was a time of great joy for his boys.   While the Home may not 
have had enough money to cover the coal bill, Father made sure the boys had a traditional Christmas dinner 
and a small gift. Father Flanagan would personally decorate the Christmas tree, and made sure each boy 
knew he was surrounded by “family” who loved him . On Christmas Day Father Flanagan would often be 
found sitting on the floor of the play room helping the boys their new toys together.  

December 1938:  

“Boys Town, as you read these lines, will be preparing to celebrate its twenty first Christmas. It is a long cry 

back to the first Christmas my boys and I spent together, when we dined on sauerkraut and wondered what 

the future had in store.  I was certain then, as I am certain now, that the philosophy I had adopted for my 

work with boys was right. I believed then,    twenty one years of experience has justified that faith, that no 

boy really wants to be bad, and that if given the chance which is his right, he will turn out to be a good and 

law abiding citizen”. 

“It seems fitting and proper for me to reassert my belief in this philosophy at this time. There is a moving 

parallel in the story of the One for Whom there was no room in the inn, and that of the homeless and aban-

doned youngster for whom society has no room and little use. The Babe of Bethlehem taught that all men 

are brothers under the Fatherhood of God. He dedicated His life to the promulgation of that message, and 

yet 2000 years after, we find men and women who choose to ignore it and act directly contradictory to it. To 

vindicate their faithlessness with Christ and His message, an unjust society qualifies certain of its less fortu-

nate charges as ‘bad’ boys”. 

“Christ speaks of them as the ‘the least of these, My little ones.’ We are not blind to the fact that youth will 

make mistakes, and sometimes serious ones. Still we are convinced that his tendency is to seek the good as 

he has been trained to know it, and that his arriving at the ultimate Good is contingent only on bending the 

forces of his will and intellect to appraise and seek it. That philosophy squares with the experience of twenty 

one years; it squares too, with the utterances of the most  ancient philosophies of the Christian commun-

ion”.   

The tender traditions of Christmas, the many beautiful tales in the folklore which have been woven about 

the feast, are all grounded in the story of man’s humanity to man for God’s sake. That the spirit of Christ-

mas is more than ephemeral among the friends of Boys Town, is attested by their continued support 

through all the years since Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home began.  From the bottom of my heart, then I wish 

you all a Merry Christmas. May it be replete with joy for all of you, and may 1939 abound in all good things 

for each of you .  

 

CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM FATHER FLANAGAN 
 

 
Thomas Lynch   

Director of Community Programs  

Boys. Town, Nebraska 

Letters printed with permission of  

The Boys Town Hall of History 
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Father Flanagan Christmas with Boys  

January 1944 

My Dear  Tornus:       Our young citizens of Boys Town join me in this expression of heartfelt thanks for 

your gift.  On Christmas morning, while the stars still shine through the darkness, I visit each of our 

twenty apartments.  I wish you could be with me as I listen to the boys   merry laughter, and look into 

the happy faces of some boys who have no pleasant memories of Christmas.   

Your gift will not only make my boys happy at Christmas it will help to provide food, clothing and 

maintenance during the months to follow.  And, there are many more boys without a home who are 

searching for a Star as did the Wise Men a Star that will lead them to Bethlehem of understanding, love 

and sympathy.  Your assistance is helping to make this Star a reality for more of these poor boys by 

providing them with the first real home they have ever had— a home with us here at Boys Town.  Again 

thank you, and may God grant to you and everyone dear to you, the blessings of a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year.    Sincerely, E.J. Flanagan (Fr. Flanagan) 

P. S. I want to assure you of an earnest remembrance in our humble prayers here at Boys Town .    

Thomas Lynch 

Director of Community Programs  

Boys Town, Nebraska 

Letters printed with permission of  

The Boys Town Hall of History 

CHRISTMAS LETTER FROM FATHER FLANAGAN 
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The Road to Canonization – Part 2 of  a Series 

The Canonization Process as it relates to Father Flanagan’s  

cause for beatification and canonization… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diocesan Phase 

Beginning with a groundswell of devotion in 1999, it took the Flanagan League nearly 13 years to witness the day 

that Archbishop George Lucas of Omaha to formally open the cause for beatification and canonization for recently 

declared Servant of God Edward J. Flanagan on St. Patrick’s Day 2012 at Immaculate Conception Church on the 

Boys Town campus where Servant of God Flanagan is entombed.  This event was celebrated with a Mass, and 

then the members of the tribunal who were being convened to investigate Servant of God Flanagan’s life took 

oaths of office in front of the congregation assembled. This launched what is known as the Diocesan Phase of the 

canonization process.  For those who are not familiar with a tribunal of the Catholic Church, it is essentially a can-

on law court proceeding. A the diocesan phase of a beatification and canonization process essentially puts the per-

son being considered for beatification literally on trial for the life they lived. The tribunal is seeking evidence that 

Servant of God Flanagan demonstrated evidence of heroic virtue in their actions throughout life.  There are three 

living entities in Heaven. The Holy Trinity, angels and saints. The Catholic Church teaches that a person must 

have lived and served as a witness to Christian faith with heroic virtue. This is demonstrated by exemplifying the 

cardinal virtues in both words and deeds, and the person is predisposed with a nature to fully living   within the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are not motivated by the culture or materialism of this world. They instead reveal  

Jesus Christ and God’s love through their actions. Heroic virtue enables a person to change the culture and lives of 

people around them, without compromising the Gospel truth.  A beatification tribunal has four key positions in 

conducting its affairs. The Episcopal (a.k.a. bishop’s) Delegate is essentially the presiding judge of the canon law 

court. The Promoter of Justice serves as an advocate and protector of the Catholic Church and the truth. The term 

devil’s advocate comes from the role of the promoter of justice. What this means is that all representations made at 

the tribunal are challenged by the promoter of justice to protect the reputation of the Catholic Church. The  Nota-

ry is essentially the clerk of the court (tribunal) who manages the administration and logistics of the tribunal pro-

ceedings. The Copyist, is essentially a court reporter or stenographer who is responsible for creating a written   

record of all live testimony given at tribunal proceedings. 
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The Road to Canonization – Part 2 of  a Series 

The Canonization Process as it relates to Father Flanagan’s  

cause for beatification and canonization… 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diocesan Phase 

Father Ryan Lewis served at the episcopal delegate, Fr. Doug Hall served as the promoter of justice, Deacon Omar 

Gutierrez served as the notary and Vicki Quinn served as the copyist.  Several witnesses who knew Father         

Flanagan , or heard direct testimony from people who interacted with Servant of God  Fr. Flanagan while he was 

still alive appeared before the tribunal. The Church refers to these interviews or testimony as an interrogation.   

Simultaneously, two separate commissions were also sworn into service for this investigation. A historical commis-

sion and a theological commission. The historical commission is responsible for examining all attainable records to 

provide a comprehensive narrative about Servant of God Flanagan’s life from the time of his birth to the time of his 

death. It is important for the historical commission to also provide context about what was happening round      

Servant of God Flanagan in terms of culture, politics, social norms, etc.. The historical commission was comprised 

of historical experts in both the U.S.A. and Ireland.  The theological commission examines the writings, recordings 

and eye witness record of the what Servant of God Flanagan said, and his actions throughout his lifetime. The theo-

logical commission wants to understand the individual’s faith formation, prayer life, devotions, and actions. They 

are looking for heresy against the Catholic Church as much as they are looking for evidence of heroic virtue. The 

theological commission was comprised of theologians from the U.S.A and Ireland.   

The reports from these two commissions were submitted into evidence for the tribunal and reviewed by the episco-

pal delegate and promoter of justice. The tribunal process took just over 3 years to complete. Archbishop Lucas   

accepted the recommendation of the tribunal officials, and instructed that the case be presented to the Vatican.  On 

June 18, 2018, a diocesan phase closing Mass and ceremony was held at St. Cecilia Cathedral to a packed congrega-

tion with Archbishop George Lucas as the celebrant. Large boxes wrapped in simple brown paper and tied with 

string were placed upon the alter where Archbishop Lucas poured hot red wax on the bindings and affixed his seal 

in the wax to secure the boxes for shipment to the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints in Rome. Over 15,000 pages 

were contained in those boxes with each page having to be stamped by the tribunal notary. Those boxes heading to 

Rome represent Servant of God Flanagan’s life with evidence of heroic virtue.     

Mr. Steve Wolf    

Vice Postulator 

Boys Town Alumni  
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The Ancient Order of  Hibernians  

 Support Fr. Flanagan Cause 

 

 

 

 

Over 125 Hibernians attended a “private” showing the documentary, “Heart of a Servant - the Fr. Flanagan   Sto-
ry” at their national convention in Orlando in August, 2024. Being the first people to view the documentary was a 
fitting tribute both to Fr. Flanagan and the Hibernians. Fr. Flanagan was himself a Hibernian over 80 years ago.   
He addressed the national organization over about his work with needy and troubled children. 

In August 2024, the AOH national convention was led in Orlando Florida.  The men and women in attendance 
were moved and inspired by the documentary.  One month later the Omaha men’s chapter named the Father 
Flanagan Chapter and the local ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians were special guests of the Fr. Flanagan 
League at the World Premiere of the documentary shown at Boys Town.  The national convention of the Hiberni-
ans will be in Omaha in 2026 with the Omaha men’s and women’s chapters as hosts. The Hibernians requested 
that a visit to Boys Town and its Hall of history be a major event at the 2026 meeting. The documentary stimulat-
ed more interest in the Father Flanagan cause.   

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Catholic organization tracing its roots to 16th Century Ireland where the 
“Defenders” formed to protect the Catholic faith and priests from British persecution. In 1836, the Order formed 
in America to assist newly arriving Irish immigrants. The Omaha chapters today sponsor the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, their largest fund raiser and cultural event. Proceeds raised from parade sponsors and other events help 
the Hibernians to support local food banks in their charitable work.    

Dr. Daniel Daly 

Chaplain Monsignor James Gilg 

Who are the Lady Hibernians? 

A Sisterhood of Irish and Irish-American, Catholic Women, The Ladies      

Ancient Order of Hibernians is a National organization officially recognized 

in Omaha, Nebraska in 1894 as the “Daughters of Erin.”  

It is felt that the Ancient Order of Hibernians had always had women as a 

support group, but due to the “Secret” societal aspect of the Order, the men 

chose not to acknowledge the women. However, being of the “Matriarchal” 

heritage that is ours, the women sought their own identity and finally at the 

National Convention in Omaha, Nebraska in May 1894 the men relented and 

allowed the formation of the “Daughters of Erin.”  

St. Bridget of  Ireland 

is their Patron Saint 

SAVE THE DATE : MARCH 8TH 2025 .PATRICKS DAY PARADE   

THE FATHER FLANAGAN LEAGUE WILL BE MARCHING IN PARADE  

https://aohomaha.com/
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Happy Birthday Boys Town 
Father Flanagan Founded Boys Town  

On December 12th, 1917 

The Feast of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe  

 

 

 

 

 

Father Flanagan was consecrated to the Blessed Mother shortly after his birth.  As a result he had a lifelong devotion to 

Mother Mary and had Boys Town Catholic Boys consecrate themselves to Blessed  Mother.  He named the Catholic 

church in 1939 at Boys Town “Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  Virgin Mary. This is engraved on a brass plaque at 

the main entrance the of the church.  Every stained glass window in the church is enveloped in the stone letters MM in 

honor of Mother Mary the Immaculate Conception .  He taught the children their identity which is found in being a be-

loved child of God.   On the east side of the chapel is a stained glass window dedicated to the Immaculate Conception.   

“Father Flanagan says “Here in Boys Town, you boys have in your daily program of prayers that 

 beautiful consecration to Mary Immaculate.” 

Father Flanagan’s Consecration to Blessed Virgin Mary 
My Queen , my Mother, I give myself entirely to You and to show my de-
votion to you I consecrate to You  

this day : 

My eyes, 

My ears,  

My mouth,  

My heart . 

My whole being without reserve.  

Wherefore , good Mother as I am Your own, Keep me and guard me,  

As Your property and possession.   

Blessed be the Mother of God, immaculately conceived !  And may Her 
prayers, so powerful because of Her freedom from sin, gain for us what we 
so much need, and what through her intercession we will ever ask with 
confidence a more perfect pardon for past sin, a greater security against 
future falls, an increased love for God, and the gift of a happy death.” 

“ Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee .” 

Amen 

Grotto of Massabielle in Lourdes, France where 

Mary revealed her name to St. Bernadette   

“The Immaculate Conception” 
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Please  prayerfully consider giving to the  

Father Flanagan League Society of  Devotion 
 

Mail your donation to: P.O .Box 300 , Boys Town, NE 68010  

call 402-649-0708 ,  

Donate Online:  www.fatherflanagan.org/contact/#donate 

We are asking for your help once again with an end of the year donation of any size $25, $50, $100, 

$500 or more if you can afford it.  All gifts are welcome especially the blessed gift of prayer.  Your 

donation will help us hit our end of the year goal.  If you can donate please send a check to Mike 

Jedlicka at the address listed above or donate online. 

For donors over the age of 70 1/2 ,a QCD (Qualified Charitable Contribution ) is a popular way to 

contribute a larger amount tax free of any retirement account , stock or cash transfer from your     

financial institution to our 501 (c)3 charitable organization, the Father Flanagan League Society of 

Devotion .  It is another way to meet your RMD( Required Minimum Distribution ) but must hap-

pen on or before December 31st, if you are interested in this option please contact Mike Jedlicka       

9 a.m. to  9 p.m.  He will be happy to assist you. If you are unable to donate at this time please pray 

for intercessory healing of all hardships which will assist Servant of God Edward J. Flanagan in his 

cause for sainthood.   

 

       Scan QR Code 

 

Christmas in Father Flanagan's Church  

Immaculate Conception Blessed Virgin Mary / Dowd Memorial Chapel  


