
Vision & Mission

Vision
Celebrate the day when the
Catholic Church canonizes
Monsignor Edward J. Flanagan in
recognition of his place with
Jesus Christ among the Lord’s
communion of saints.
 
Mission
To educate and inform all
people of the heroic virtue and
sanctity of Father Flanagan’s life
and his mission
as mentor and protector of
youth, and spread devotion of
his example throughout the
world.
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Beatification Prayer for 
Fr. Flanagan

Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for the graces given to
Venerable Father Edward J. Flanagan,
who dedicated his life to bring your
Fatherly love to all children, especially to
those You placed in his care.  May we
emulate the heroic virtue of Venerable
Father Flanagan, who trusted in Your
Divine Providence, and gain in his
intercession with the needs placed
before You (state your intentions).

We ask You,  Lord God, to raise
Venerable Father Flanagan to sainthood
in Your Holy Church, that You may be
glorified in the work he began and in the
work that continues throughout the
world in all those who lovingly care for
Your precious little ones. We pray in the
Name of Your Son Jesus Christ,  Our
Lord and Savior.

Amen

fatherflanagan.org 2

Father Flanagan Trivia

What year was Father Flanagan’s
cause for canonization opened?

A. 1938
B. 1999
C. 2012
D. 2026

On March 17  2012, Father Flanagan
was declared a Servant of God by the
Archdiocese of Omaha, marking the first
step in his journey towards sainthood.
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A s  I  w r i te  t h i s  c o l u m n ,  we  h ave  e n d u re d  a  r a i ny  s p e l l  h e re  i n  t h e  M i d we st ,  a s
m e a s u r a b l e  r a i n  h a s  fa l l e n  n e a r l y  eve r y  d ay  fo r  t h e  p a st  t h re e  we e ks .  We
e s p e c i a l l y  c r ave  t h e  wa r m  s u n  a s  t h e  g row i n g  s e a s o n  fa d e s  a n d  t h e  s e a s o n  o f
h a r ve st  b e g i n s .  We  c a n n ot  go  a b o u t  “ b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e  s h e ave s ”  w h e n  t h ey  a re
s og g y  wet .  D e s p i te  t h e  g l o o my  we at h e r ,  t h e s e  a re  b r i g h t  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  d ays  fo r
t h e  Le a g u e .  O u r  ow n  S e r va n t  o f  G o d  Fat h e r  E d wa rd  J .  F l a n a g a n  h a s  b e c o m e
Ve n e r a b l e  –  a  c a u s e  fo r  re j o i c i n g .  O n  S e pte m b e r  1 3 ,  n e a r l y  s i x  h u n d re d  s o u l s
g at h e re d  at  D owd  C h a p e l  o n  t h e  B oys  Tow n  c a m p u s  to  c e l e b r ate  a  m a s s  o f
t h a n ks g i v i n g  fo r  t h e  g i f t  o f  t h e  l i fe  o f  Fat h e r  F l a n a g a n .  M o re  t h a n  fo r t y  m e m b e r s
o f  t h e  F l a n a g a n  fa m i l y  (s o m e  o f  w h o m  c a m e  f ro m  a s  fa r  a s  H awa i i )  we re  a b l e  to
j o i n  u s ,  w h i c h  a d d e d  s p e c i a l  m e a n i n g  to  t h e  g at h e r i n g .  I t  re m i n d e d  u s  t h at  fa m i l y
i s  a  g i f t  –  o n e  t h at  Fat h e r  F l a n a g a n  p rov i d e d  fo r  ot h e r s  w h o  n e e d e d  i t .  N u m e ro u s
p r i e st s  f ro m  a c ro s s  t h e  a rc h d i o c e s e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  a rc h b i s h o p  a n d  t wo
a rc h b i s h o p  e m e r i t i ,  c o n c e l e b r ate d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  m a s s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  re a d i n g  o f
t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e c l a r at i o n  f ro m  Po p e  Le o  a n d  t h e  D i c a ste r y  fo r  t h e  C a u s e s  o f  S a i n t s .
T h o s e  a b l e  to  at te n d  we re  b l e s s e d ;  m a ny  ot h e r s  we re  b l e s s e d  t h ro u g h  watc h i n g  i t
b ro a d c a st  o r  st re a m e d  v i a  E W T N .

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
BY ED MORSE

T h o u g h  we  p a u s e  to  g i ve  t h a n ks ,  o u r  c a u s e  fo r  s a i n t h o o d
c o n t i n u e s  i t s  j o u r n ey.  O n wa rd  a n d  u pwa rd ,  fe l l ow
P i l g r i m s !  T h e  c l o u d  o f  w i t n e s s e s  i s  c h e e r i n g  u s  o n  a s  we ,
t h e  C h u rc h  M i l i t a n t ,  c o n t i n u e  to  l i ve  t h e  G o s p e l  a n d  to
s h a re  t h e  l ove  o f  C h r i st  i n  a  h u r t i n g  wo r l d .  C o n t i n u e  to
i n te rc e d e  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  a re  i n  n e e d ,  s o  t h at  we  m ay  s e e
s p e c i a l  g r a c e s  d i s p e n s e d  a m o n g  u s .  A s  Fat h e r  F l a n a g a n
h a s  s a i d ,  “ P r ay,  fo r  p r aye r  p ro d u c e s  m i r a c l e s . ”  P l e a s e
s h a re  t h o s e  g r a c e s  w i t h  u s  s o  t h at  a l l  m ay  b e  e n c o u r a ge d
to  l i ve  a  l i fe  wo r t hy  o f  o u r  Lo rd  a n d  H i s  h i g h  c a l l i n g .  
T h a n ks  b e  to  G o d .  
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FATH E R  F L ANAGAN ’ S  R E L ATIVES
LONG  FOR  H IS  CANON IZATION
T WO  O F  V E N E R A B L E  FAT H E R  E DWA R D  J .
F L A NAG A N ’ S  R E L ATIV ES  A R E  PICT U R E D
O U TSI D E  H IS  H ISTO R IC  H O U S E  O N  T H E
B OYS  TOW N  CA M P U S .  E D  F L A NAG A N  O F

O MA HA ,  L E FT,  H E L P E D  FO R M  T H E  FAT H E R
F L A NAG A N  L EAG U E  S O CI ET Y  O F  D EVOTIO N .

JAC K  F L A NAG A N  O RG A N IZ E D  A  P R AY E R
G RO U P  I N  H O N O LU LU ,  W H E R E  H E  R ESI D ES ,

A LS O  D EVOT E D  TO  FAT H E R  F L A NAG A N .  

P H OTO  C O U RT ESY  O F  S U SA N  SZA L E WS KI
CAT H O LIC  VOIC E  O MA HA



Precious in God’s Eyes:
Irish primate reflects on Flanagan’s witness
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Venerable Father Edward Flanagan’s life
advocating care and concern for troubled youth
still serves as an inspiration to the world, said
Archbishop Eamon C. Martin of Armagh, primate
of All Ireland.
The impact of Father Flanagan, an Irish
immigrant, Omaha priest and founder of Boys
Town, had been fading into the past in Ireland,
Archbishop Martin said in an interview with the
Catholic Voice last week.
But the news on March 23 that Pope Leo XIV
declared Father Flanagan venerable breathed
new life into the Ballymoe native’s story and
allowed more Irish Catholics to discover “this
amazing man” and “his prophetic, Christian
witness,” the archbishop said.
“Way before his time, he was treating young
people who were sadly in very difficult situations
with absolute dignity and respect,” said
Archbishop Martin, whose archdiocese serves
faithful in Northern Ireland as well as the Republic
of Ireland.
He made a special visit to Boys Town July 16
while in Omaha for the national convention of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians, an Irish Catholic
fraternal organization. During his visit to the
village of Boys Town’s Catholic Church, Dowd
Memorial Chapel of the Immaculate Conception,
Archbishop Martin prayed at Father Flanagan’s
tomb and joined Archbishop Michael G. McGovern
of Omaha in blessing medals to encourage Father
Flanagan’s intercession.

“The life of Father Flanagan bridges Ireland
and America, a life that inspires people in both
places by his example of serving youth on the
margins,” Archbishop McGovern said. “The
encounter with Archbishop Martin at Boys
Town is a great example of the renewed
appreciation for Father Flanagan and how his
example speaks to us in our time. We need
more people like Father Flanagan in our world
today to accompany our youth on their
journey in life.”
Archbishop Martin echoed that sentiment,
saying Father Flanagan’s message was a
powerful witness to the Gospel: that young
people may be broken, but they are not ‘bad.'”
Early in his priesthood, Father Flanagan’s
ministry to the homeless spotlighted the toll
of growing up in broken homes and inspired
him to seek change.
Father Flanagan opened a home for boys in
1917 to better care for youth caught up in the
juvenile justice system. His work expanded
and led to the development of the current
Boys Town site in 1921, ultimately impacting
6,000 youths directly.
Father Flanagan visited Ireland in 1946 and
expressed his concern for the mistreatment
of youth by so-called reform institutions,
condemning practices of corporal
punishment and exploitative labor by facilities
run by the government as well as the Church.
He unsuccessfully implored Irish leaders at
the time to take up the Boys Town model,
according to the Father Flanagan League,
which put forth his cause for canonization in
2012.

Written by Riley Johnson

https://www.boystown.org/about
https://www.boystown.org/about
https://www.armagharchdiocese.org/archbishop-eamon-martin/
https://aoh.com/
https://fatherflanagan.org/
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Testimonies of Graces Received
When you pray and are specifically asking Father Flanagan’s intercession for
healing or other physical or mental need, and the situation improves, or new
strength is found to live with the ongoing difficulties/challenges, that is a grace
received. In the canonization process, testimonies of graces received are very
important. When you share your grace received, it builds up the faith of all. 

L ET  U S  KNOW  OF  ANY  GRACES
R ECE IVE D  F ROM  YO U R  P RAYE R S

AS KI NG  FOR  TH E  I NTE RCES SION  OF
FATH E R  F L ANAGAN  BY  CONTACTI NG

U S  AT :
TESTI MONY @ FATH E R F L ANAGAN . ORG  

OR
CONTACTU S @ FATH E R F L ANAGAN . ORG

Tens of thousands of Irish children, who were orphans, truants or from poor or dysfunctional
backgrounds, suffered physical, emotional and sexual abuse in these youth care institutions,
according to a 2009 Irish government report on historical child abuse in Ireland.
That report recognized Father Flanagan’s criticisms as justified, the Dicastery for the Causes of
Saints notes in its biography of Venerable Father Edward Flanagan.
“Father Flanagan’s story speaks very strongly to Ireland because we’ve become aware of the
awful sins and crimes of abuse against young people and vulnerable people,” Archbishop Martin
said. “Incidentally, his cautions to Ireland were perhaps not taken seriously, and we have reaped
the fruits of that neglect.” Archbishop Martin has himself addressed the legacy of institutional
abuse publicly, offering what he called an “unreserved apology to all those who suffered” in
Church-run institutions. Pope Francis’ visit to Ireland in 2018 also brought the reckoning with the
abuse more sharply into public view. At a Mass attended by thousands in Dublin, Pope Francis
asked for forgiveness for the “abuses in Ireland” and offered a penitential prayer for crimes
committed in Church-run institutions.  Ireland, like many countries in Europe and in the West, finds
itself struggling with a sense of identity, unmoored from its foundations in faith, family and human
respect, Archbishop Martin said.

“Father Flanagan can be an inspiration not just to Ireland and the United States, but to all the
countries in the world, in finding the most beautiful way to love young people, especially those
who are struggling,” he said. It is fitting Father Flanagan’s cause moved forward during the
pontificate of Pope Leo, who has placed human dignity at the center of his Petrine ministry,
Archbishop Martin said. The Holy Father wants the world to realize the inherent value of every
life, he said. “Father Flanagan hopefully is reminding all of us to treat these young people with
respect and with a deep sense that they are precious in God’s eyes,” Archbishop Martin said.

https://childabusecommission.ie/?page_id=241
https://www.causesanti.va/it/venerabili/edward-joseph-flanagan.html
https://www.causesanti.va/it/venerabili/edward-joseph-flanagan.html
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Father Flanagan Inspires Prayer at Mount St.
Mary’s University

Father Flanagan graduated from Mount St. Mary’s University in 1906 - 120 years
later, he is still inspiring students, staff and seminarians. This year, the university
featured the below photo of Father Flanagan on their 2026-2027 prayer card.

The photo is from 1945 when Father Flanagan returned to Mount St. Mary’s for a
visit. Let us pray for all the staff, students and seminarians at Mount St. Mary’s this

year that they will be inspired by Father Flanagan’s legacy and continue to
spread his word, misson and example throughout the world. 



It is an honor to accept this award on behalf of the over three-thousand Boys Town
employees. I want to thank the Hibernians for creating this award in the name of our founder
Fr. Edward Flanagan. As you know Fr. Flanagan was an Irish immigrant, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Omaha and a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. The tenets of the
order are friendship, unity, and Christian charity. These same values are espoused in the very
foundation of Boys Town and Fr. Flanagan’s belief that there is no such thing as a bad boy. He
also took that saying a bit further when he said that no child should be made to feel that no
great thing is expected of him or her. The reason that he believed that great things should be
expected of the youth that came into his care, is because he believed that the call to
greatness comes to us from God. Each child no matter their race, family, their background or
what they had done was made in the image and likeness of God.  Returning to those three
tenets of the Hibernian order Fr. Flanagan believed that we were meant to be in friendship
with all of our brother and sisters. We pray for unity, not just in countries like Ireland, but
across the world. People often ask me what I would ask Fr. Flanagan if I had a chance to
speak to him. I would ask him if he thinks we are doing enough at Boys Town in carrying on
his work and his legacy. I believe he would answer, “not yet!”  He was never satisfied with the
world he lived in, there was always work to be done. I believe he would tell us that we
shouldn’t be either, there is still a lot of work left to do, driven by Christian charity we are
called to defend the dignity of every human life.  As Hibernians and as Christians. I thank you
for coming to our city, for coming to see for yourselves the legacy left by Fr. Flanagan and to
learn a little more about him and his work. We continue to pray to him for his intercession in
our lives, we can look at the example he left us and try our best to live up to those ideals.
Thank you. 

Boys Town Honored
at The Hibernian

National Convention
In July, Omaha welcomed the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) National Convention where
Boys Town was honored to receive the Father Edward J. Flanagan Human Dignity Award. This
recognition is a reminder of the mission Father Flanagan began more than 100 years ago: to
look beyond a child’s circumstances, see their God-given potential and never give up on them.
The Award was accepted by Fr Jeff Mollner. His acceptance speech is below.



Scan the QR code below:

contactus@fatherflanagan.org

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  A
P I L G R I M A G E ?  I N  N E E D
O F  P R A Y E R ?  Q U E S T I O N S ?

Contact Us

J O I N  U S  T U E S D A Y S  A F T E R  T H E
1 1 : 4 0  A M  M A S S  F O R  P R A Y E R
A N D  D E V O T I O N  A T  F A T H E R
F L A N A G A N ’ S  T O M B .  A L L  A R E
W E L C O M E !

Donate by mailing a check to:

Father Flanagan League
P.O. Box 300

Boys Town, NE 68010

Questions?  
 donations@fatherflanagan.org

Mike Jedlicka 402-649-0708 or Dan Daly 402-350-1548

OR

Father Edward J. Flanagan
F A C E B O O K :
Follow Us

@fatherflanaganleague
I N S T A G R A M :

Learn More
www.fatherflanagan.org
www.fatherflanaganfilm.com
www.fatherflanaganvisitorcentre.ie

The Father Flanagan League Society of Devotion’s mission is to educate, inform and
inspire people through Father Flanagan’s life and legacy. Your donation will support

ongoing efforts to spread his word around the world and provide support for the
continued advancement of the cause for sainthood. 

We thank you for your generosity!

Support the Father Flanagan League

mailto:donations@fatherflanagan.org
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